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PRESS STATEMENT

The Slerra Leone Bar Association (hereingfter known as the SLEA) hereby notes with
concern the Order of the Supreme Court dated the 28" day of Octlaber 2020, which inter
alia lssued 8 bench warrant for the arrest of Augustine Sore Sengbe Marrah Esq ang
the dental of his access (o all Courts in Sierra Leone

Consistent with our mantra of conatructive engagement. the Execulive logether with
some pasl Presidents of the SLBA has been engrossed in serious consuliations with
relevant stakeholders in the Judiciary and our Colleague with 3 view lo resolving Ihe
aforesald issue

Our engagemen! revealsd among other Ihings that our colieague was required 10
appear before the Supreme Court on Wednesday the 28" October 2020. but falled 10-do
s0. His fallure necessitated the issue of the Ordar of the 28" supra

Our engagement further revealed thal subsequent 1o the Judgment of the Supreme
Courl delivered on the 28" instant In the maiter entitied CS No. 62019 Between
IBRAHIM SORIE AND GENERAL LEGAL COUNCIL. our colieague aforesaid published
on social media an arlicle that came across as demeaning o the administration of
justice in the realm We hersby stale thal Judgments Orders and Rulings of Courts
must ba respecied We implore Colleagues o be always guided by the Legal
Praciitioners (Code of Conduct) Rules 2010 Statitory instrument No 1 of 2011 Rule 4

(1) (c) states

“Every legal practitioner shall act with integrity to ensure that his actions do not
bring the administration of Justice into disrepute”.

As an Association we are mindful of. and fully endorse the Provisions of Chapter IIl of
the Constitution of Sierra Leons Act No 6 of 1881 particutarly Section 25 (1) thereof

‘as provided for in Section 25(2)(a){l) of the Constitution which states




:'Notmng contained or done under the authority of any law shall be heid to be

inconsistent with or in contravention of this section to the extent that the law in
question makes provision -

......... for the purpose of protecting the reputations, rights and Freedoms of
other persons,........ maintaining the authority and independence of the

In light of the above, the Executive hereby states the following

1. That Augustine Marrah Esg is hereby advised o subsect temse 1o the junsdcaon of
the Court by appearing before it on Friday the 30" October and thersafter 25 maybe
directed by the Judges . :

2. That members of the Executive and some semor colieagues 3t Te S Wil B2 &
attendance

3. That Augustine Marah Esg. and other colieagues 3t the Bar are advsed © resTan
themselves from making publications tha! would bring the agmmestration of Jusice 20
the sanctity of the Courts into disrepute

DATED THIS 28 DAY OF OCTOBER, 2020.




