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PRESSRELEASE

A SOLEMN CALLFORTHEPROTECTION OFTHETACUGAMA SANCTUARYFROM

LANDGRABBERSATTHEWESTERNAREAPENINSULA

TheNationalSecretariatoftheSierraLeoneDebatingCouncilisdeeplytroubledbytheongoing

deforestationattheprecintsoftheTacugamaSanctuarywhichisorchestratedbysomelawless

andunscrupulouslandgrabbersaroundRegent/Bathurstcommunity.Itcouldberecalledthat

franticeffortshadbeenmadeinthepastbyGovernmentandotherEnvironmentalstakeholders

tonipinthebudthisunfortunatesituation.Sadly,therehasbeenrapidrecurrenceofthe

unlawfulactofexterminationordeforestationoftheprotectedareas.

Onthe8thJuly2021,adelegationofofficialsfrom theNationalProtectedAreaAuthority(NPAA)

onceagainintervenedtohalttheillegallandgrabbingactivitiesattheTacugamaSanctuary.No

soonertheNPAAofficialsleftthanthelandgrabbersregroupedandreturntocontinuetheir

plunderingoftheprotectedforestareas.Thisisbecomingincreasinglyworrisomeforthe

NationalSecurityofthenation.

TheTacugamaSanctuaryisattheheartoftheWesternAreapeninsulaforestedzonewhich

housesthedam thatsuppliescleanwatertotheRegent/BathurstCommunityanditsimmediate

environs.Theunabatedactivitiesoflandgrabberssuchasbrushing,burninganderectionof

shantystructureswillnotonlyadverselyaffectthesupplyofcleanwatertothecommunitybutit

willfurtherendangerthespecies(Chimpanzees)inhabitingtheenvironmentandbyextension

negativelyaffecttheeco-tourisricpotentialofthecountry.TheTacugamaSanctuaryisa

nationalassetinourenvironmentalandwildlifeconservationdrive.Forover30years,underthe

watchfuleyesofMr.Balaandteam,theSanctuaryhasbeenthenumberonetouristdestination

inthecountryasitprovidesthemuchneededimpetusforadiversificationoftheeconomywith

specificfocusoneco-tourism.

Intheconstantwakeofenvironmentalthreatsandanomalies,theManageroftheSanctuary,

Mr.Balahaswieldedindomitablespirittorallycitizensontheneedtoreaffirm ournational

commitmenttotakeownershipandprotecttheSanctuary.Hisstewardshipinournational

environmentalconservationhasmadehim aproudholderofmultipleinternationalawardsand

themostimportantnationalaward,OrderoftheRokel2021.



Thehazardsofenvironmentaldegradationcan'tbeoveremphasized.SierraLeoneismarked

amongthemostvulnerablecountriesonthebrinkofClimateChange.Ourindividualstridesin

protectingtheenvironment,willbeminimallypotentifitlacksacollectiveandholisticapproach.

Tothisend,weareonceagainremindedoftheAugust14th2017MortomehMudslideand

FloodingDisasterwhichclaimedmanylivesandwreckeduntoldsufferingsonlivesand

livelihoods.Astarkreminderoftheevilsofpreventabledisaster.

Today,wecontinuetofacethesameunbridledchallengethatposeshugenationalsecurity

threatifwedon'ttakecollectiveaction.Onthe1stMay2021,theSierraLeoneDebatingCouncil

incollaborationwiththeSierraLeoneWeWantdovetailedwiththeManagementofthe

TacugamaSanctuarytoraisepublicawarenessonEnvironmentalConservationinawell-

televiseddiscussionattheTacugamaSanctuary.Duringtheevent,ateam offinespeakers

madeexcellentpresentationsontheresponsibilitytopreservetheenvironmentamidstpresent

daychallenges.

Inconclusion,theNationalSecretariatoftheSierraLeoneDebatingCouncilwishestodrawthe

attentionofthemediahouses,thegovernment,localandinternationalenvironmental

conservationpartnersandgeneralpublictotheundermentionedrecommendationsinorderto

salvageorremedytherampantEnvironmentaldegradationattheTacugamaSanctuaryandits

immediateenvirons.

•ThegovernmentshoulddeclareaNationalSecurityEmergencyonLandGrabbingatits

ProtectedAreas.

•ThegovernmentthroughtheNationalProtectedAreaAuthority(NPAA)shouldreinforcethe

deploymentofforestguardswiththepresenceofmilitarytaskforceorpersonnelwithinthe

TacugamaSanctuaryprotectedareasinordertoenforcesurveillanceandforestallfurther

infiltrationoflandgrabbers.

•TheResidentsofRegent/BathurstCommunitythroughtheParliamentaryrepresentativeand

CouncillormusttakefullresponsibilitytoprotecttheSanctuarythroughthereinforcementof

thepresenceofthelocaltaskforce.

•TheMinistryofLands,MinistryofEnergyandWaterResources,FreetownCityCouncil,Office

ofNationalSecurity,EnvironmentalProtectionAgency,NationalProtectedAreasAuthority

(NPAA)andtheMinistryofTourism andCultureshouldworkinunisontodevisealonglasting

strategyfortheprotectionoftheenvironment.

TheSierraLeoneDebatingCouncilwillcontinuetoworkwiththeManagementoftheTacugama

Sanctuaryinordertomonitorthesituationcloselywithaviewtoreinforcingvariousavenuesof

campaignincludingmediaengagement,lobbying,andprotests.

Longlivetheprotectionandpreservationoftheenvironment!

LonglivetheGovernmentandpeopleofSierraLeone!



Godblessyouall!

BestRegards,

MohamedSalami,

NationalSecretary,

SierraLeoneDebatingCouncil.

MosesMooreContehJr

NationalCoordinator,

SierraLeoneDebatingCouncil.
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