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THE PUBLIC ELECTIONS ACT, 2022
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

PART I-PRELIMINARY
interpretation.

PART I1-THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION

Continuation of Commission,

Independence of Commission.

Regignnton from Commission,

Removal of member for gross misconduct.
Remuneration, allowances and privileges of members.
Functions of Commission.

Proceedings of Commission.

Executive Secretary.

Other staff of Commissson,

Expenses, accounts and audit of Commission.
Stunding orders of Commission.

PART Il -REGISTRATION OF VOTERS

Regiater of Voless.
Register of Voters to be conclusive evidence of entitlement to vote,

. Divigion of Sierra Leone into wards, le.

Eligibility to register and to vote,
Disquatification of voters.

Period for reistrution of votess, ete,
Voter 1o be registered once only.

PAKTIV-PROCEDURE FOR REGISTRATION OF VOTERS

Appomtment of Registration Officers and Revising Officers.
Appointment of Assistant Registration Officers.
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Notice of mtention 10 prepare new Register of Voiers,

Notice inviting voters to present themselves for registration.
Proof of claim for registration.

Refusal to register,

Records of statements made by persons refused registration,
Exhibition of provizional list of voters.

Appointment of field registrars, etc. in compiling provisional list.
Procedure as to omisgions and objections.

Procedures of revision,

Powers of Revising Officer.

Grounds of appeal.

Procedure on appeal.

Right to vote not affected by pending appeal,

Settlernent of lists.

Reviston of Register,

Retumns of deaths.

Transfer of registered voter.

Loss or destruction of voter registration card.

Proprietary rights in voter registration cands.

PART V-PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

Date for presidential election.

Nommution of presidential candidastes,

Form for nomination of Presidential candidates.
Presidential candidate to pay a nomination fee.
Publication of nomination,

Political party to nominate fregh candidate.
Election of unopposed candidate,

Appointment of Returning Officers, Presiding Officers, Polling Assistants
etg.

Time snd procedure for polling.

Declaration of election result.

Certification of election and publication of result
Assumption of office by elected candidate,
Challenge of etection of President.
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PART VI- ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

Composstion of Parliament.

Date for parliamentary elections.

Form of general election.

Time for nomination of candidute.

Nomination of candidates,

Political purty elections.

Statutory declaration in support of political party candidates.
Objections to nominations.

Withdrawal of candidate.

Action on withdmwal.

Death of candidate.

Final list of candidates published by Commission.
Contested clection and unopposed cundidates.

PART VILPROCEDURES AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR ELECTIONS
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Returning Officers,

Conduct of elections by Electoral Commussion,
Polling Agents.

Precautions 10 ensure secrecy.

Hours of voting,

Manner of voting,

Numbering of ballot papers,

Voting to be without delay.

Admission of persons o polling stations,
Prevention of personation.

Mamtenance of law and order at polling stations.
Sealing ofballot boxes.

Counting agents.

Persions w0 be presant at counting of votes,
Counting of voles

Void ballots,

Rejection of void ballot papers.
Cancellation due to over voting,
Cancellution due to violence,

Counting Officer’s decision 1o be final,
Re-count,
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Counting Officer’s dutics at conclesion of counting.

Delivery of sealed ballot election equipment to District Retumning Officer.
Loss or destruction of sealed ballot boxes,

Duty of District Returning Officer regarding counting of ballots,
Centificate of result by District Returning Officer.

Publication of result

Non- attendance of agents not to mvalidute acts etc.

Secrecy of voting.

Symbols and emblems of candidates,

PART VIII-ELECTION OF PARAMOUNT CHIEF MEMBERS OF
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PARLIAMENT

Nomination und procedure in eloction of Parumount Chief members of
Parhament.

Returning Officer to meet Chiefdom Council and conduct polling,
Counting of votes in election of Parsmount Chief members

Persons who may be present at counting of votes.

Returming Officer’s duties nt conclusion of counting.

PART IX-ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF LOCAL COUNCILS

Tirme for locnl council elections.

Nomination fee for Mayoral and Cluirperson candidate,
Nomination fees for councillors.

Form oflocal council elections.

Application of sections 60 to 97 to local council elections.

PART X-ELECTION OF VILLAGE OR TOWN HEAD

Head of yillage or town.

Nomination fees for villsge or town head.
Qualifications of head of village or town.
Tenure of office of village or town head.
Regulation of village or town head elections.

PART XI-ELECTORAL OFFENCES

Appication of this Part.
Offences relating 1o registration to vote.
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138,
139.

Offences relating to multiple registration as u voter,
Offences relating to Register of Voters.,

Offences relating to voler registration carddlete:

Offences of buying and selling voter registration cards.
Offences in respect of nomination papers, ballot papers, etc,
Wrongful voting, etc.

Improper practices by electoral officers,

Falsification of retumn of election.

Infringement of secrecy,

Prevention of election by force, ete,

Undue miluence.

Personation.

Bribery.

Disqualification for undue influence, bribery, eto
Wrongﬁd voting und false statements.

Interference with election materials,

Prohibition of unsuthorised printing, manufiacture and supply of voting
and election mnterinls.

Interference with lawful public meeting.

Prohibition of interference with free political canvassing and campaigning.
Improper use of vehicle.

Disorderly conduct st elections.

Voting by unregistered persons.

Restriction on admission to polling centre.

Offences on election day,

Observing elections without accreditation.

PART XI1 - OFFENCES RELATED TO 'NFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

140,
141

142,
143,
144

145,
146,

Unuuthorised necess to computer material,

Unuuthorised aceess with intent to commit or facilitate commission of further
offences,

Unsuthorised modification of computer matenal.

Territorial scope of offences under this Part.

Access 1o program or data in computer.

PART X111 - ELECTION OFFENCESAND PETITIONS COUKY

Election Offences und Petitiony Court,
Questions to be determined by Court,
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147. Election valid unless questioned within 21 days of publication of result.
148, Presentation of petition result.

149.  Trial of election offences and election petition.

150, Non-compliance with Act

151, Privilege, certificate of indernnity.

182, Appeal from Court.

153, Effect on election return of notice of appeal.

I54. Election Petition Rules.

I55. Pending petitions and appeals suved.

PART XIV- ELECTION CAMPAIGN PERIOD

1%. Electoral Commussion to declare cloction campaign period,
157, Election campnaign calendar.

158. Election campaign materials,

159, Publishing informution.

160). Complaints against violation of rights.

161, Civic obligation of candidates and political parties,

162. Prohibitions during election campaigns.

163, Code of election cumpaign ethics.

168, Air time on radio and television,

PART XV - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

165. National Elections Sustainubility Trust Fund.
166.  Election observation.

167. Application for sccreditation.

168. Revocation of nccreditation.

168, Rights and obligations of ohserver.

1. Obligation of impartiality.

171, Electoral Commission may enlarge or reduce time.
172 Electora) Commission 1o prescribe forms, efc.
173" Regulutions.

174. Repeal and savings,
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“district" means & district established under the
Provinces Act(Cap. 60);

“district block represantation system”™ means a voting
system for electing representatives in electoral
districts as specified in the 12th schedule;

"Distriet Retprning Officer” mesins 1 pecson appointed
by the Electaral Commission (o supervise and
conduct district level clections;

“election” means an eclection for the President of Sieren
Leone, Metber of Parliament, Parmmount Cloef; local
couneil, town or villnge head;

"election material” includes -

{a) = ballot box, ballot paper, counterfoil,
envelope, packet, statement and other
document used in connection with voting in
un election,

(b} information technology equipment,
instruments, seals and other materinls required
for the purpose of conducting un election:

"election period" means the period between the
consmencement of an election, which is the date of
the proclumation of the el. tion and the ending of
the election, which is the date the Electoral
Commission receives the results of the election for
publication in the Gazene;

"eloctorl nrey” means a district, ward or other electorl
nrea into which Sierra Leone s divided,

*Electoral Commission" means the Electoral
Commission referred to in section 32 of the
Constitution of Sierm Leone, 1991
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"Electoral Commigsioner” means n member of the
Commission;

electoral officer” includes a member of staff of the
Electoral Commission ar n person performing o duty
wnder this Act”

*Exccutive Secretary” meuns the person appointed
Executive Secretary under section 9.

"field registrar” means a person sppointed field
registrar under section 28;

"Gazette list" teans the Iatest list of s ChicRlom Council
appearing in the Gazetie prior to an eléction,

*general election” means a general election for
Members of Parlisment,

"Nastional Returning Officer” means the Chief’ Electornl
Commissioner who is responsible for the
supervision and conduct of elections under this Act;

*nomination papec” means the printed form used for
the purpose of nominating a Presidential candidute
or other cundidate for election under this Act;

“non-citizen” means u person who is 1ot u citizen of
Sterra Leone;

“observer” means 4 person or group of persons
representing an organisation, whether national of
imernational, socredited by the Eloctoral Cormmitsion
for the purpose of observing an aspect or all aspecty
of the electoral process, without interference in the
process, including voter registration, nomination for
election, campaigning, polling, counting und the
gnnouncement of results, conducted by the
Commission;

“official mark™ means an official secret mark, prescribed

by the Commission, impressed upon a ballot paper
before delivery to an clector at an election;
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"ordinary residence” n relation 1o a person means the
mwﬂmmhm&ﬁdﬂaﬁmwﬁkh
he returns regularly afler any period of temporary
absence;

nparamount Chief™ means 4 chicf who i3 not
subordinate in his ordinary jurisdiction 1o any other
chief but does not include an acting chicfor a regent
chief;

“Paramount Chiel Member® means a member of
Parlizment referred to in paragraph (s} of subsection
(1) of section 74 of the Constitution,

"political party” means an association of persons
mginaedunpoliﬁulpmymwe Political
Parties Act, 2002;

"Polling Assistant” means a person uppointed polling
assistant under paragraph (c) of section 49;

"Polling Centre” means an area prescribed by the
Electoral Commission within on electoral wurd or
chiefdom for the purpose of voting on polling day,

"Polling Centre Manager" means a person uppointed
by the Electoral Commission to supervise the
conduct of polling at the polling centre under

paragraph (b) of section 49,

“presidential candidate” means a person standing as
n candidate in 8 presidential election;

“presidentin] clection” means an election to choose 8
person to the office of President of the Republic of
Sierts Leone,

“public election” means an election of the President,
Members of Parliament, members of local councils,
town or village bead;
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“Presiding Officer” menns a person appointed ax such
under section 49 and includes an Assistant Presiding

Officer;

"Register of Voters™ means the register referred o in
section 13,

“registration centre” means n centre prescrived by the
Commuission within a ward or 1 Chiefdom for the
purposes of voter registration under this Act;

"Registration Officer” means a person appointed as
such under scotion 20 and includes an Assistant

Registratian Officer appointed under section 21,

"Reserved Seat Member of Parhinment” means a
Member of Parliament occupying o seat that is
reserved for female Members of Parlisment or such
other categories of persons as Parliament may
determine;

"Revising Officer” means o person appointed s such
under soction 20,

“voter" means a person whose nime is on » Register
of Voters prepared in accordance with this Act or, in
the case of the election for a Paramount Chief
member,a  person whose name ts-on the Ginzetted
List; :

"ward" means ane of the areas into which Sierrs Leone
is divided for the purposes of registration and
includes a Chiefdom designated by the Comumission
as o ward. '

PART Il - THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION

Contimuntion 2, () There shall continue in existence the Electoral
Z:;m SR Commission as & body corporate, buving perpetunl sucoession,

capable of acquiring, holding and disposing of movable and

immovable property, suing and being sued in its corporate mume wnd
performing all such acts as bodies corporate may by law perform.

Nao, The Public Elections Act 2022

(2) The Electorsl Comimission shall consist of -

(2)  the Chaef Electorl Commissioner, who shall
be the Choirman; and

(b) such other members who shall be known as
Electoral Commissioners, appointed by the
President for each region, after consultation
with the leaders of all registered political
parties, subject to the approval of Parliament
and in accordance with subsection (3) of
section 32 of the Constitution.

(3) A person shall be qualified for sppointment as o
member of the Electoral Commission ifhe is -

(2) of proven integrity,

(b) qualified to be elected ss 8 Member of
Parlsumnent;

{¢) not «
(i) a Minister or a Deputy Minister;
(1) wMemberof Parlinment;
(i) u public officer;
(iv) 65 yeurs of age.

(5) The Electoral Commission shall have a seal, the use
of which shall be authenticated by the signatures of-

(2) the Chairman; or
()  an Electoral Commissioner and an officer of

the Commission suthorised either generally
or specifically by the Commission, in that
behalf,
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(3) Public officers muy be seconded or otherwise render
assistance 10 the Electoral Commission.

L (1) The admunistrative and other expenses of the Eloctoral Expenses,
Commission including the salaries, allownnces, gratuities and penions Sconts wnd
of the members und staff of the Electoral Commission shall be a charge Commisshan.
on the Consolidated Revenue Fund,

(2) The Electoral Commission may subject to subsection
(2), nccept grants, gifts, donations and bequests made o it

(3) The Electoral Commission shall not accept & grant,
@ift, donation or bequest-

(a) fromapolitical party; or

(b) if'it is made on condition that the Electoral
Commission performs i function or discharge
& duty or obligation that is not simed ot
schieving its objects or is bused on o
condition solely determined by the donor.

(4) The Electorl Commission shull keep proper books of
account and other records in relation 0 moneys approprinted for the
purposes of the Efectoral Commission by Parfiament or received by
the Electornl Commassion from any other source and the accounts
shall be kept in a form approved by the Auditor-Cenernl and shall be
nudited annually by the Avditor-General or an auditor appointed by
him.

12 mmmwcmmminmmmmfmmd
the internnl regulation of its operations and the conduct of staff, C"m"’"

PARTIII-REGISTRATION OF VOTERS

13. (1) There shall be u national register of vosers, 1o be known “‘fl""‘
as the "Register of Voters™ which shall contain - i
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(a) dmmnumdpunicuhnofpcmmm
are entitled to vote in public elections and
referends, including their -

(i National [dentification Number;
(i) date and place of birth;

(iif) sex; and

(iv) smorunmbprb\t:md

() 3 column to indicate -

() whether or not a voter has voted;

(i) date of registration and voting ;

(1) the form of identification used; and

) the ward in which the voter is ordinarily
resident.

2) meMgimodeusshlllbeWintmmberof
copies mdmplmmmeﬁhamnlCmnisdmmyde
ensure the proper and fair conduct of public elections and referenda.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, the
ww&wwma@mmmuma
mmmofmmmmdwmmmm.

}4,  The Register of Voters for the time being in farce shall be
conclusive evidence for the purpose of determining whether a persion
isorisnotmﬁaedtomhapublicehcﬁonormﬁrmm

15. (1) For the purpose of registering voters for the election
ofmmmdsmm.m«mwm.
town or village head, the Electoral Commission may, by starutory
instrument, divide Sierra Leone into wards,

(2) TheEleaoralComnissionmy.ﬁomdmwtlnn.fu
the proper exccution of its duties,-
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(u) divide 4 ward into sub-wards to be known ns
registration centres,

: (b) by statutory mstrument, specify places
inchding-
(i) places other than the sub-wards referred
10 in paragraph (u); and

{ii) places ouwide Sierma Leone, for the
_ of regisiration, voting or
transfer of the votes of such voters as
muy be specified in the order.

16 () Apam;hnll.mbjecltomtmn.bceligib!ew Ehgibifty
mgimrasavominawudmdtovolcatmelectionmlhtwwd.il t0 Fegistet
he - and to0 vale

(#) isu citizen of Sierra Leone;

(b) has attained the age of 18 years;

(<) will attain the uge of 18 years on the date of
the nextelection;

(d) is resident in a ward.

(2) The residenco of & person under paragraph (d) of
subsection (1), shull be determined by reference to -

{a) the facts of the case; and
(b) the rules contained in the First Schedule.

7. Notwithstanding section 16, a person shall not be zhim
registered to vote at a public clection or baving been registered, be © YOO
entitled to vote ata public clection if he is -

(a) & lunatic within the meaning of an enactment
reluting 10 lunacy m force in Sierra Leone,

(b} disqualified from beng registered as a voter
or voting by an epactment relating to
offences connected with elections in force
in Sierra Leone; of
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Period for
registration

of voters, ete.

Voter to be
registered
ance only.

Appointment
aof
Registration
Officers and
Revising
Officers.

Appointmont
of Assastamt
Registration
Officers.

Notice of
intention o
m‘ new

Register
of Voters.

(<) perving a sentence of imprisonment.

18 The registration of voters, updating and revision of the
Voters r Register shall be conducted not later thun 6 months before

an edection or referendum, as the case muy be.

19, A person shall not be registered as a voter in more than
one ward or more than once in o ward foe o particalar election,

PART IV -PROCEDURE FOR REGISTRATION OF VOTERS

20. (1) The Electornl Commission muy from time 1o time
appoint fit and proper persons to be Registration Officers und
Revising Officers to prepare or, as the case may be, revise the Register
of Voters in the manner prescribed by this Act.

(2) Anappointment of a Registration Officer or Revising
Officer under subsection (1) or the termination of such appomtment,
shall be published in the Gazette and shall specify the ward of wards
in respect of which the sppointment or termination spply.

(3) A Registranon Officer and Revising Officer shall
comply with general or specific directions given by the Electoral
Commission with respect to registration and revision duties under
this Act.

21. (1) The Electorsl Commission may uppoint fit and proper
persons 1o be Assistant Registration Officers to assist Registration
Officers in the preparation of the Register of Voters in sccordance

with this Act.
(2) Subject to
the autharity, direction and control of the Electoral Commussion, an

Assistant Registration Officer shall have the powers fo perform all of
the duties of a Registration Officer.

22 The Electoral Commission may, from time 10 time by
statutory instrument, make orders-
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(a) declaring. cither geaerully or in such wards
as it muy specify in the order, new Register
of  Voters to be prepared,; and

(b) specifying a dnte for the publication of notices
inviting eligible voters to present themselves
for registrution in the ward in respect of
which the notice is published under section
23 but an order already in existence, if issued
not more than 2 years carlier, shail be
sufficient for the purposes of this section.

23, (1) The Electoral Commission shall, on the date specified Notice
in an order made under section 22, publish, in cach ward, a notice in Mviting
Form A in the Second Schedule requiring eligible voters to present /50 |
themselves for registration in the ward in respect of which the Botice tiemsetves
is published, within 15 days of the publication of the notice for

registration,

(2) A person who s entitled to be registered as u voter in
a ward shall, within the period of 15 days specified under subsection
(1), present himself to the Registration Officer for registrution and
shall be registered as a voter, unless the Registration Officer, is satisfied
that the person 18 not entitled 1o be registered.

(3) A claim by u person entitled to be registered as a
voter shall be in Form B as specified in the Second Schedule.

4. (1) A Registration Officer may, in satisfying himself that Feoof of
n person iy entitied 1o be registered as a voler, request from the Shim for

person, any of the following - reglstration,

(4) o barth certificate or a naturalisation certificate;

(b) & statutory decluration giving particulars of
his birth;

(c) the testimony of & member of the local
Council in the area of his residence;

>
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Refasal w

register.

Records of
stalements

(d) National Identification Number;

(¢) any other satisfactory evidence of his
entitlement to be regastered as a voler,

(2) A Registration Officer shall examine a document or
testimaonial evidence presented 10 him under subsection (1), and i
satisfied with the validity of the docoment or the sufficiency of the
testimonial evidence, register that person,

(3) A person who establishes his ¢laim 1o be regivtered
as & voter under this section, shall be -

(a) regisuredimfamoouhiﬁngmepmmlm
in Form C of the Second Schedule, designed
in o manner determined by the Electoral
Commission: and

(b) issued a voter registration card by the
Registration Otficer,

25. (1) ARegistrution Officer may, afler considering the proof
of claim for registration under section 24, refuse o register i person
if he is satisfied that the person is not qualified for registration,

(2) Where a Regstmation Officer refuses fo register
person, he shall -

(4) make and sign a record of his refusal stuting

the resson and the date of the refusal; and

(b) inform the person that he may appeal against
the refusal 10 the Electorl Commission.

26. (1) Where a Registration Officer refuses 1o regisier a
person, the Registration Officer whall advise him secordingly and
make i written record ofmysummwidtmcpcmnmywﬂ\w
make in response to that advice.

. @

W B N
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A written record made under subsection (1) shall be retained wod
secured in sccordance with the instructions of the Electoral
e oy

27. (1) The Electoral Commission shall, within 40 days after Exhibition of
the expiration of the date fixed under section 18 for the registration of provisianal
voters.compile & provisiomal list of all voters registered for each ward. oo

(2) The 40 days period referred to under subsection (1)
may be extended or a period not more than 15 days.

(3) The Electora!l Commussion shall, by notice published
in the Guzette and in the formut set out in Form A of the Second
Schedule specify the places within a ward where a copy of a
provisional list of voters shall be exhibited.

(4) A copy of a provisional list of voters or a part of it
may be exhibited in a sub-ward to which it relates if it is necessary o
expedient 1o Jo 50,

(5) A provisional list of voters shall be exhibited for &
petiod of 14 days.

28 (1) The Electoral Commission may, in compiling & Afpwmul
i 3 o
provisional list under section 27- i
In compiling
(a) apoint field registrars to- mhiond
(i} conduct housc-to-house or other
sufficient enquiry, as to the pessons
entitied to be registered; and

() perform other duties contected with the
registration of voters as may be
assigned to them by the Electoral
Commission; and
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P e

objections,

(b) inspect existing rate books, local tax
assessment lists and ull other similar records
relating 10 an area or ward and any officer of
a local council or other person having the
custody of the records shall afford the
Electoral Commission every facility as may
be required,

@) A ficld registrar shall submit to the Electoral
Commission and to the Registration Officer of the electoral arca
concemed a report of the enquiries carried out under subparagraph
(i) of paragraph (a) of subsection (1) in which he shall set out the
names and other particulars of every person found by him to be
eligible to be registered.

2. (1) A person whose name has been omitted from a
provisional list of voters or part of the list prepared and exhibited
under section 27, and who claims to have satisfied the Registration
Offficer concerned of his entitlement 10 be registered under
this Act shall, during the period of exhibition of the provisional fist or
part of it, apply or present himself 10 the Electoral Commission to
have his name inserted in the provisional list, as provided for in Form
D of the Second Schedule,

(2) A person whose name appears in & provisional list or
part of it may object to another person whose name also appears in
the provisional Jist as not being entitled 1o be registered as a voter
and shall, during the period of the exhibition of the provisional list or
part thereof under section 27, give notice of his objection 10 the
Electoral Commission in Form E in the Second Schedule and to the
person objected to, in Form F of the Second Schedule, giving reasons
for his objection,

(3) The Electoral Commission shall, within 5 days of the
expiration of the exhibition referved to in subsections (1) and (2),
cause to be prepared and exhibited, in a place where a provisional list
or part of the list has been exhibited under section 27, a statement of
all claims and objections in respect of the copy or part of the
provisional list, giving the names of the persons who have made the
claims or the objections.
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30, (1) A public inquiry shall be held for each ward by the
Revising Officer for that ward for the purpose of revising the
provisional fist for the ward,

(2) A public inquiry under subsection (1), shall -

(a) e held not later than 8 days after the
publication of the list of claims and objections
referred to in sabsection (3) of section 29, o
may be fixed by the Revising Officer, and

(b) 5 days’ notice ahall be given, in such manner
a8 the Revising Officer may consider
appropriate, of the bolding of the inguiry and
of the place and time at which the inquiry is
10 be held,

31. (1) A Revising Officer shall, upon the production at an
Inquiry by the Registration Officer of the provisional list for the ward
and statement of ¢luims and objections relating to the kist, go through
the provisional list and ingert the name of every person who is proved
to his sstisfaction to be entitled (0 have his name inserted therein
and strike ot the name of every person who, upon the application
of an objector or of the Registrution Offices, 18 proved o the satisfaction
of the Revising Officer not to be entitled to have his name retained in
the list or to be dead.

{2) Where an objector, ather thun a Registration Officer,
appears neither in person nor by counsel, the objection shall be
overruled and the name of the person objected to shall be retained as
a voter in the provissonal Tist.

Procedures
of revision,

12, (1) A Revising Officer holding an inquiry under saction Powers of
10 may require any of the parties present to give information which Reviing

the Revising Officer may require und may, subject to section 36,
ndjourn the mquiry to such titne and as often as may be necessary,

Officer.



. 1] No, Tive Public Electlons Act 2022

{2) A Revising Officer shall conclude an inquiry woder
section 30 within 3 days and the revision of the provisional Ht within
2 days.

(3) A Revising Officer shall, in public, determine all claims
and objections and shall «

(a) write his inftials against & name struck out of
or inserted in a provistonal Kst, or aguingt &
mistnke or omission corrected; and

(b)Y write his full name and append his signature
to every page of the provisional list when
the st is finnlly settled.

(4) Where s Revising Officer is of the opinion that a ¢laim
or objection of a person is without merit or 1s frivolous, he may order
the person to pay the actual costs of the inquiry, including the costs
of witnesses and the costs shall be recoverable by the Electoral
Commission in a suit before & court.

Grouds 33, An appeal or notice of appeal shall not be received or
of appeal.  allowed against the decision of the Revising Officer-

(4) upon & question of fact,
(b) upon the adminsibility or effect of evidence
adduced; or;

(¢) inu case to establish o matter  of  fact
only,

Procedu -
o st M. (1) Aperson

{a) whose claim 1o have his name imsested i a
provisional Jist has been disallowed,

(o) ‘who has made an objection to unother porson
as not being entitled to have his name

inserted m a provisionnl st
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(¢) whose name has been struck from a

provisional list; or

(d) who has made en objection to another person
15  not being entitled to have his name
inserted in a provisional liat, that is
dissatisfied with o decwsion of a Revising
Officer on o pownt of law mutenial to the result
of his case, may, either in person or by
counsel,

deliver to the Registration Officer within 7 days after the decision of
the Revising Officer was given, a notice in writing of his desire o
appeal 1o the Court by way of o case stated und such notice shall
contain # short stwtement of the decision against which he desires to
appeal,

(2) A Registration Officer shall forthwith forward the
notice of appenl under subsection (1), 1o the Revising Officer.

(3) A Revising Officer shall, upon receiving a notice of
appeal under subsection (1), -

() State i whtmg -
(i) the facts which, in his judgement, have

been established by the evidence in the
case and which are moterial to the matter

in question;
(i1} his decision upon the whole case; and

(i) his decision upon any point of law
appealed egainst, und

(b) sign und dute his sttement,
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(4) The Master and Registrar of the Court shall, afier
receiving a case stated under subsection (3) from the Revising Officer,
file the case in the Court and forthwith set down the appeal for hearing
andgive7dwduys'noﬁccoﬂhednmofbwlngoﬂhclppulw
the sppellant and respondent.

38 The Local Council Chief Administoator shall, not later than g ety
315t January in every yeut, setud to the Electoral Commission o retum of destha
certified by him under his hand of the numes, addresses und any
other information as the Electoral Commission may require, of all
persons over the age of 17 years who have died within his locality n
the previous year,

(5) When the Court has determined an sppeal, the Muster . -
mdkeﬁmdmcwnwlf«wudﬁn&whhwunkwhhs
Officer & statement under his hand of the decision of the Court.

(6) Where a decision of the Revising Officer bs reversed

3. (1) Whereu voter who is registered in one wird becomes Transfer of
mmmmmm.bmymplymmwmofmm
. the ward in which he currently resides for his name to be trunsferred

or altered by the Court so 45 to require an alieration or correction in
nmﬂmnﬂlktofmemm:of\uemmmmomcamu
forthwith alter or correct the list accordingly and shall sign his name
after the words "altered (or corrected) an Order of the Court dated
the duy of 20....." which be shall write against every
ulterwtion or correction on  the provisional list

to the Register of Voters for that ward.,

(2) Where the Registration Officer is satisfied that an
applicant under subsection (1), is qualified for registration and is
ordinarily resident in the ward in relstion 1o which the application is
made, the Registration Officer shall, on the surrender by the applicant
of his voter regiatration card, -

Right 10 yate 35 mﬁglxoftpummnmhoo-mmmo{\‘o@n (a) register the upplicant in the Register of Voters
:f:“" mvon:hnﬂnulbéwﬂjﬂdiw“_by‘nmwmmm“ for the ward in which the applicant is now
,"LL "™ 38ands m;ivmumdmhpmmcoﬂhmmmum crdinarily tesiden:

us good as if no appeal were pending and shall not be affected by the

subsequent decision of the appeal, (b) cause the name of the applicant to be deleted

from the Register for the ward in which the

Setttement 3 The provisional list of a ward shall be settied and signed » applicast Whe péeviously weidet; sid
oF Fotx. by the Revising Officer nnd delivered to the Registration Officer

within § days ﬁpmﬂwmenwwmcmmm first (¢) issue to the upplicunt 4 new voter registration

commenced enquiry and to revise the lists, card for the ward in which he is now ordinarily
Revision 37, (1) Upon defivery to him of a provisional list as revised TSt
ol Regiater,

b)'lR:vﬁngOﬂ’m.lkbgiamﬁmomwaimmopcdod
that the Electorn! Commission may by notice published in the Ciazette
direct, cause the revised provisional list to be kept, wand by ward, in
mmmormugmmgmmmhmmm
continuing in regular senes to the last nume in cach ward,

(2) A change of name, if provided to the satisfuction of
the Returning Officer, shall not affect the right of a pervon 1o vate
under the name in which he is registered,

(3) Where the Registrntion Officer is satisfied with the
applicant's application, the transfer of the applicant’s nume to unother
Register of Voters shall be done within -

(a) 3 months from the date of receipt of the
application i the case of a General and
Presidential election;
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registration
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(b) 21 days from the date of receipt of the
apphication in the case of & byeelectiony.

4. (1) Where avoter loses a voter reglstration card or where
1 voter card is destroyed, defaced, tom or otherwise damaged, the
voter conoerned shall, not less than 21 dayy before the date of an
election apply to the Registration Officer for the ward in which he is
ordinanly resident, stating the circumstances of the loss, degtruction,
defacement or dumage, as the case may be.

(2) Where the Registrution Officer is satisfied as 10 the
circumstances of the loss, destruction or defacement of, or damage
10 the voter registrtion card, be shall issue to the applicant a copy of’
the Voter Registrution Card with the word "DUPLICATE" clearly
printed on it and showing the date of issueance.

(3) In the case of defacement of or damings 1o & voter
registration card, the Registration Officer shall immedintely cancel
the voter registration card swrendered by the voler

(4) A person shall not issue a duplicate voter registration
card 10 o voter on polling day or less than 14 days before polling day.

41. (1) The proprictary rights m u voter registration card
tssued by the Electoral Commission shafl vest in the Electoral
Comnissi

(2) A person wishing to vote in an election shall present
the voter registration card issued by the Eloctoral Cousmmission,

(3) Nowithstunding subsection (2), & person whoss
name appears on the Register of Voters shall be entitled to vote at an
election even though he does not possess or present to the Presiding
Officer, Assistant Presiding Officer or the Polling Assistant # voter
registrution card, if he satisfies the officer that he is the person whose
name appeass on the Register of Voters for the ward or polling station
in question,

T WSS
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PART V-PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS

42 (1) There shall be a presidential election to fill 4 vacancy Date for
occurring in the office of the President under subsection (1) of section z::‘“:““

49 of 1he Constitution.

(2) The vacancy to be filled by a presidential election
shall be declared by the Electoral Commuission by proclamation made
after consultation with the President.

(3) Whese the vacancy in the office of President occurs -

(a) i any of the circumstances referred to in
paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 49
of the Constitution, n period during which
the presidential election shall be held shall
be determined by the Commission in
accordance with section 43 of the
Constitution; and

(b) inany other case, the Electorl Commission,
may in the proclamation referred to in
subsection (2), fix the actual date of the
clection, such date not being earlier than 30
days and not later than 60 days before the
day appoimted for voting in the elections.

(4) Presidential election condusted after 2023 shall be
conducted on the firss Suturday of November after the expiration of
the term of the sitting President

4. (1) Aperson shall not stand as a candidate in a presidentinl :‘t':“:m:“
L]

election (f he is not a candidate nominated by a political party,

12) A person 15 not quiified to be nominsted as n candidate in a
presidentinl election unless he is-
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Form foe

{a) n citizen of Sierra Leone by birth;

(b) o member of & political party;

(€) - not less than 40 years of age; and

(d) otherwise qualified to be elected as a member
of Parfiament,

&, (1) Thepomination of s presidential candidate shall be in

:‘;“i""“ writing in the form specified in the Third Schedule and shall be
Presidential  Subscribed by -

candidates,

(a) the presidential candidate;

(b) the candidate designated for the office of
Vice- President by the presidential candidate
in sccordance with subsection (2) of section
54 of the Constitution; and

(c) 1 executive members of the political purty
which nominated the presidentizl candidate.

(2} A person shall not be qualified to be devignated as o
cnndidatcfonheoﬂiccofwco-?midealifhcmmmun
qunliﬁwinmupociﬁedinmbuwﬁonmofmﬁonﬂ.

(3) The pomination papers of a presidential candidule
shall be -

(a) delivered by the presidential candidute 10 the
Returning Officer on the day, time and place
that shall be determined by the Returning
Officer by order published in the Gazetie.

(b) nccompanied with 2 statutory declarations
in  the form prescribed in the Fourth
Schedule, made sepurately by the
presidentinl candidule and the candidate
designuted by him for the office of Vice-
President,
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() The Returning Officer for a presidential election shall
be the Chairman of the Electoral Commission.

45, (1) A presidentinl candidate shall not be entitled to take Presidentisl
partina  presidential election unless he has paid to the Returning candidate (o
Officer a non- refundable nomination fee prescribed by the :’.‘:u-m
Commission and based on the Nomination Fee Formulae as specified fee.
in the Eleventh Schedule.

(2) The Returning Officer shall cause an official receipt
10 be issued in respect of 4 nomination fee paid under subsection (1).

) A nomination fee shall be deemed to be duly paid ifa
pmﬁdmddcmdﬂnwdepoam“ﬁththekmningmlm
receipt issued by or on behalf of the Electoral Commission for the
nmﬁthlhroronoccOMofﬁncmdidﬂﬂnntpectoﬂh
nomination fee,

“ A
nomination fee shall be paid on or before the date fixed by the
Retumning Officer in the order referred to in parsgraph (a) of subsection
(3) of section 44.

4. (1) The Returning Officer shall, upon the expiration of Peblication
the time prescribed in paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of soction 44 e
for the delivery by u presidential candidate of his nomination papers
10 the Returning Officer, immedintely canse, by notice of nomination
published in the Gazette and in any other manner us he may think fit,
showing the full name, nddress and occupation of each presidential
candidate together with the following particulurs -

(a) the name of the political party of which he is
a member, and

(b) the names, addresses and occupations of 3
exccutive members of the political party who
nominated the presidential candidate,
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2y A notice of nomination under subsection (1) shall
direct that a citizen of Sierr Leone may lodge an objection, agrinst
the nomination of & presidential candidate but that the objection
shall be lodged with the Supreme Court within 7 duys of the
publication of the notice of nomination,

(3) Asnobjection against the nomination of a presidential
candidnte shall be heard by the Supreme Court made up of 3 Justices
whose decision shall be given within 30 days of the lodging of the
objection,

(4) Where the Supreme Court upholds un objection
against @ nomination, it shall declare the presideatial candidate
concerned 1o be disqualified from contesting the presidential
election,

47. (1) Where ot a presidential clection a candidate dies
before polling begins, the Flectoral Commission shall appoint a further
nominstion day, being not less than 21 days from the date of the
death of the candidate to enable the party which nominated the dead
candidate to nominate o new presidential or vice-presidential
candidate.

(2) Where a further nomination day is appointed under
subsection (1), the Electoral Commission shall appoint another
presidentiul election day and the appropriate procedures shall start
ufresh.

48 (1) Acandidate ina presidential election shall be deemed
10 have been duly elected to the office of President if he is the only
candidate nominated for election after the close of nomination.

(2) The Returning Officer shall-
(a) declare the only candidate nominated for

clection as President under subsection (1)
und
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(b) issue a Centificate of Election of President -
(Unopposed) specified in Form A of the Fifth
Schedule

49, The Electoral Commussion shall, after the appointment of :‘P;;':":"‘w"
ihe date for presidential election, under section 42, appoint such it erier

- wid proper persons 10 be - Presiding
Officens,
(8) Presiding Officers who shall be in charge of ?:ihm'm.
- the polling in a polling station; eta,

() polling centre Manager who shall be
respansible for supervising the conduct of

the polling process at a polling centre;

(¢) Polling Assistants who shall be under the
direction of the Presiding Officers,

. (2) Where parliamentary elections are to be held at the
| same time as the presidentiat election, the Electoral Commission shall
also appoint the Returming Officers and Assistant Returning Officers.

(3) The appointment of a Retuming Officer, Assistant
Returning Officer and Presiding Officer shall be by notice publisbed
in the Gazette,

. (1) Thehours of voting in a presi “ential or parhnmentary Time ued
election shall be from 7 o'clock in the morning to § o'clack in the m" for
afternoon or such later time as the Electoral Commission may allow. '

(@) The voting at & polling station shall not be closed

until the registered voters present inside the polling station or waiting

4 in line outside the polling stution at the time specified in subsection
(1) have cast their vole,

(3) Part Vil shall, with the necessary todifications, upply
to the voting it & presidential election.
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51, (1) A Presiding Officer shall, after the expimuon of the
titne fixed for &luug. count the votes, polling station by polling
station, certify the result of the counting, stating the number of valid
votes cast in favour of each presidential candidate w the District
Retuming Otficer, who shall in tum certify the result to the Regiona!
Returning Officer and the Regional Returning Officer shall in turn
certified the result to the National Returning Officer:

Provided that the failure of a Returning Officer 10 validate s result
shall not render the result invalid, if the National Retuming Officer in
in possession of the certified copy of the result

(2} As soon as possible after receipt of the result of the
counting of votes under subsection (1), the Retumning Officer shall
tally and compute the results certified 10 him by the vanous Presiding
Officers and shall after that declare the result of the election.

52, The Retuning Officer shill, afler declaring the result of a
presicential election -

(8) subjectwo paragraph (¢} and (0 of subsection
{2} of section 42 of the Constitution, issue 1o
the successful candidute n certificate of
election it the form prescribed in Form B in
the Fifth Schedule; and

(b) ns soon as possible, cause the result of the
election to be published by notice in the
Gazette and in nny other mammer thit hie may
think fit,

53, (1) A person elected 1o the office of President shall,
subject to subscction (2), assume that office on the date upon which
he 18 declured elected by the Returing Officer or upon the dute that
his predecessor’s term of office expires, whichever is the latter.

(2) The President shall, before sssuming office, ke and
subycribe t the oath for the due execution of s office, set out in the
Secomd Schedule to the Constitution.

54 (1) A person who is a citizen of Siermn Leone hns
lawfully votad may, in a presidentinl election challenge the 4 of
that election by petition to the Supreme Court within 7 days after the
declaration of the result of a presidential election under subsection
(2) of section 51,
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(2) A declaration by the Court that the election
of the President 15 not valid shall not prejudice unything done by the
President before the declaration.

PART VI - ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

$8  Members of Parlisment shall comprise the number of - Composition

(1) Parnmount Chicf Members of Parliument, of
equal to the number of provincial districts, Parliament.
in nccordance with paragraph (a) of
-subseotion (1) of section 74 of the
Constitution,

(b))  Members of Purliament, ofher than Puramount
Chief Members of Parlinment, prescribed by
Parliament; and

{¢) Reserved Seat Members of Parlinment,
constituting not less than 30% in cach

dastrict

56, The date for the general election of Members of Parfiament, Dase for
other than Paramount Chief Members of Parlinment, shall be on the genersl
first Suturdsy of November, after the expiration of the tenure of Hestions,
Members of Parlinment.

57, A general election of Members of Parliament, other than ¥orm of
Paramount Chief Members of Purliament, shall be by- nn:nl wl“
electioma,
{n) the one-member constituency systemm under
subsection (2) of section 38 of the
constitution; or

(b) the district block representation system in
nccordance with section 38A of the
Constitution, as set out in the Twelfth

Schedule.
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38 On the date for the general election of Membery of
Parliament, other than Paranyost Chief Members of Pactisment, under
section 56, the Electornl Comemission shall, by notice published in
the Gazette, require that nominations of candidates be defivered to
the Electoral Commission or the Returning Officer designuted by the
Commission before 4 O'clock in the aftemoon, which shall not be
more than 60 and not less thun 30 days before the first Saturday of
November, afier the expization of the tenure of Members of Parliament

9. (1) Aandidaneshdlbemminﬂodhmiﬁmby?vom
of the electorul area for which he intends to contest an election and
shail not be nominated by more than one eloctoral area,

@ Pamsammwmmmn
(1), one of them shall be female.

3) A nomination of a candidate under subsection (1),
ghall be in Form A in the Sixth Scbedu!end shall be subscnibed by
the candidute and the persons nominating him.

{4) A Returning Officer shall-

() provide nomination papess and supply a
voter with the number of nominution papers
that he may reasonably require;

(h) coumleuthewmnﬂmonlmﬂhhulf.
at the request of a voter, the candidate and
all his nominators being present.

{5 A candidate, or one of the persons nominating him,
shall deliver his nomination paper, subscribed in nccordance with
Mm(S).ntﬂwoMuofaneﬂmﬁuOﬁcabc.fmuow
in the afternoon of the lust day for the delivery of nomination papers.

{6) A candidate shall not be entitled to take purt in genernl
elmhnmﬂmhmpﬁdmmekmmomcanmﬁmhbk
nomination fee based on the nomination fee prescribed by the
Commission and based on the Nomination Fee Formulae as specified
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in the Eleventh Schedule.

(7) On the delivery of the nomination paper of &
candidate together with the prescnibed nominution fee, the Returning
Officer for the electoral ares shall forthwith scknowledge receipt of
the somination paper and nomination fee:

Provided that the retuning officer shall reject the
Nominution of Candidate made in contravention of subsection (2),

(8) The Retuming Officer shall, where the requirements
concerning the completion und delivery of nomination papers have
been duly complied with, forthwath display, in a conspicuous place, a
notice containing-

(a) the name of the candidare;
(h) the names of the voters nominating him,

(c) the poliucﬂnny of the candidate, as
upphicable;

(d) the symbol of the candidate.
Politieal
&). (1) A political party shall deliver to the Electornl party
Commission or to 4 designated Rd\uumct.lhuofﬂnp-ny'l Eléctions.
endorsed candidates for the election of of Parliament, other
than Paramount Chief Members of Pasliament.

(2) A candidate shall not be endorsed by more than one
political party and the name of o candidate shall not appear in more
than one tist delivered to the Electors] Commissaon.

{3) Where n candidate Is endorsed by more than one
politival party, the Commugsion shall strike out the name of the
candidate from all the lists in which it appears and inform the candidate
and the political parties concerned, accordingly,

Statutory
i it . declarnti
61, A list of candidates delivered by o political party shall ‘;""Wd
(1) be accompanied by a statutory decluration ::‘:,‘;“‘
made by- candidates,

(D the Party Leader and Secretary of that

———
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party;
(i) the Party Leader, the National Chainman
nnd Secretary of that party, or

(iii} where there is no Party Leader, the
‘National Chatrman and Seoretary of that
party; wnd

(b) state that each candidate -

(1) has accepted his somination in writing;
and
(1) is qualified to be elected und is not
disqualified for election &5 & Member of
Parliament under section 76 of the
: Constitation.
SSotien 08
PSRRI 6 (1) A voter of the clectoral area in which u candidate
intends to contest an election may at any time up to 5 OVclock in the
sfternoon of the last appointed day for the receipt of nominations,
object to the nomination of a candidate on any of the grounds set
out in subsection (2), and the Returning Officer shall decide on the
validity of the objection.

() A Retuming Officer deciding the validity of an
objection under subsection (1), shall be entitled to hold the
nomination of 1 candidate invalid only on one or more of the following
grounds-

(a) the particulars of the candidate or his
nominators nre not s required by law;

(b) the nomination paper is not subscribed as
required;

(¢) either one or hoth of the nominators are not
voters;

(d) the candidate has not paid the presceribed
nomination fee; or
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(¢) the candidate is a person disqualified from
being & Member of Pasliament under secton
76 of the Constitution.

(3} A Retuming Officer shall give his decision on an
objection 1o n nomination paper as soon as practicable after it is
made, but in any event before 6 o'clock in the aftemoon of the last
day appointed for the receipt of nominations,

(4) Where a Retumning Officer decides that & nomination
paper is invahid, he shall endorse and sign on the paper the fact and
the reasons for his decision.

(5) A candidate aggrieved by the decision of the Retuming
Officer us to the validity or otherwise of & nomination paper muy
appeal to the Electoral Commission, who may upbold the decision of
the Returning Officer or revense it -

(6) The decision of the Returning Officer or, in the case
of an appeal, the Electoral Commission, on the validity of a nomination
shall be final and shall not be questioned in any proceedings
whatsoever, except by way of an election petition.

&3, (1) A candidate may withdraw his nomination by
personally delivering to the Returning Officer, 4 written notice
signed by him,

(2) A notice of withdrawal under subsection (1), shull
take effect in the order in which it is delivered and shall have no effect
if it would resalt in an electoral area not having a candidate to fill the
vucancy.

(3) A candidate shall not withdraw his nomination during
the period following the close of nomination in which the baflot for
clections or refecendn has been designed and the contract for the
printing of the ballot has been signed.

Withdrawal
of candidate.
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64 Where o nominared candidate withdraws his candidiiyre-

(a) the number of persons remaining nominated
exceeds the number of vacancies, o poll shall
be taken in accordance with this Act;

(b) the number of persund remaming nominited
is the sume as the number of vacancies,
the Retumning Officer shull forthwith declare
the penson of persons to be duly elected:

(¢) a person is not nominated or the number of
persons remaining nominated is less than
the number of vacancies, the Returmitig
Officer shall-

() not declare the persons remaining
nominated to be duly elected; und

(@) notify the Elcctoral Comumission who
shall by notice published in the Gazeite,
appoint some other convenient day for
the election to fill any vacancy which
remaing unfilled and all proceedings
with reference to the election to fill the
vaeancy shall commence afresh.

65. (1) Where, afler the date appointed for the receipt of
nominations one of the candidates nominated for election m an
electorul aren dies before the poll has commenced, the Returning
Officer shall, upon being satisfied of the fict of the death, countermand
the notice of the poll and shall forthwith repott the fact 10 the Electoral
Comming

(2) The Electoral Commission shall, in the event referred
to in subsection { 1), appoint xome other convenient day or days for
the election and all proceedings with reference to the clection shall
commence afresh:
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Proyided that fresh nomination shall not be neoessary in the case of
a candidote who stood nominated ot the time when the notice of poll
was countermanded.

66. (1) ARetuming Officer shall. not later than 10 days before Final it of
the first day appointed for an election, by notice published in the candidates
Gazette, and i any other manner, within every electorn irea as he Poblished by
may think appropriate, couse a list containing the full names, I
addresses and occupations of -

(8) the full numes, addresses and occopations
of the candidutes; and

(b) the full names, addresses and occupations

of the persons or of the political parties by
whom they were nominated,

(2) A political party shall submit an additional list to the
fist under vubsection (1), as a substitute, in case the need snses for a
candidate to be replaced.

67, Where by 6 O'clock in the afiernoon of the last day Contested

appointed election and for the receipt of nominations- election and
(a) the number of persons remaining nominated S
. exceeds the number of vacancies, # poll shall
be taken and the result shall be declured in
accordance with this Act;

(b} the number of permons remuining nommated
i the same as the number of vacancics, the
Returning Officer shall forthwith declare the
person ve persons to be duly elected;

(¢) o person is not nominated of the number of

persons remuining nominated is less than

the number of vacancies, the Returming
Officer shall-

) not declare the persons remaining
nominated 10 be duly elected; and
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(i) notify the Electornl Commission who
shall by notice published in the Gazette,
sppoint some other convenient day for
the elegtion 1w fill any vacuncy which
remains unfilled and all proceedings
with reference to the election 10 fill the
vacancy shall commence afresh,

PART VII - PROCEDURES AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR
ELECTIONS

Returning 68, (1) Inconductingan election under this Act, the Chuirman

Offier. ofthe Electoral Commission shall be the National Returning Officer.

(2} The Elctoral Commission shall appoint -

(8) o Regional Retuming Officer for each elector!
region;

(b) a Distrct Returning Officer for each electoral
district; und

(¢) such number of Assistant Returning Officers
ns may be required.

f;::"m‘;" @, (1) 'n:e.Elecwnl Cqmmisaion shall be responstble for

Electorsl the conduct of clections under this Act and shull make srrangements
Commizsion.  for the casting of ballots by voters.

12)

For the parpases of subsaction (1), the Electoral Commission shall-

(a) provide the number of polling stations that
may be required in each clectorn] area and
aliot the voters within ecach electoral area o
the polling stations in such manner as it
thinks sppropriate;
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{b) by notice published in the Gazeétte unsl in any
other manner, not later than 15 days before
the day of election, give notice specifying -

(i) the day and hours fixed for voting;

(i) the full name, sddress and occupation
of esch candidate in the final list of
candidates us determined by the
Electornl Commission together with &
desceription of the symbol which the
Electornl Commission has accepted for
eoch political party or candidute;

{b)  inddicate the location of the polling station or
stations and the persons entitled 1o vote at
those  stations;

{¢} appoint a fit and proper person, other than a
candidate for election, to be -

(1} the Presiding Offices, in chnsge of the
polling station; and

(m) Polling Asswistants under the direction
of the Presiding Officer;

(d) provide cach Presiding Officer at o polling
station with -

(i ballot boxes for ench polling station n
the electoral area and the numbér of
ballot papers that, in the opivion of the
Presiding Officer, may be required,

(i) instruments for making an official mark
an the bullot papers;
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Polling
Agenix.

{iify copies of the Register of Votersora part
of the Register of Voters that contains
the names of the persons allotted
1o vote sl that polling station; and

{iv) such uther things as may be necessury
for conducting the clection in the
manner provided in this Act;

{¢) cause to be published in gach polling station
the naumes of the candidates for whom &
vote can  be cast at that polling station
together with the individual or party symbols
of those  candidates.

(3) During an election, the arrangements under this
section and other enactment relating 10 the electoral process generally
shall be subject to verification and monitoring by observers accredited
by the Electoral Commission,

0 () Apoﬁﬁedmwhdcpmdmtmdﬂmcm
melccﬁoumynppointlpcmasl‘omngwwamndu
each potling station within the electorul area, for the purpose of-

(a) detecting personntion and making

to the Presiding Officer under

pmmph(c)ofmbmion(l)ofncﬁm‘?}
und subsection (1) of section 77, and

(b) generally drawing the attention of the
Presiding Officer 1o irregularities in the
procedure st 8 polling station,

() Notice in writing of the appointment, stuting the
names and akdresses of the Polling Agents, together with the polling
mﬁmlowlﬂchlbeyhnwbunmshﬂbegi\mbymh
political party or independent candidate, as the case may be, 1o the
District Returning Officer not later than 3 days before the day
uppointed for the election and before 4 O'clock in the afiemoon of
MdnymdtheDmriclR:mn'mgOﬁcerMiuﬁ:m!he Presiding
Officer accordingly.
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(31 Where a Polling Agent dies or becomes incapable of
acting a5 such, the political party or independent candidite concerned
may appoint another Polling Agent in his place and shall give to the
Presiding Officer due notice i writing of the name and address of the
Polling Agent o appointed.

(4) A Polling Agent shall not be admitted into a poiling
station if notice of s appointment has not been given to the Presiding
Officer.

(5) A FPolling Agent admitted to a polling station shall

() interfere with the voting of that station, except
a8 provided in this Act;

(b) do any form of canvassing nt the polling
station or display unything which mdicates
thut he is a representative of & particular
political party or candidate and the Polling
Agent shall be obliged to display his
identification card provided to him by the
Electoral Commission,

71 (1) A ballot box shall be constructed in a manner that the Precautions
b_-llot papers can be put in by a voter but cannot be withdeawn by to  ensure

han

(2) The Presiding Officer at a polling station shall canse
10 be placed  ut that poliing station, ballot boxes in which shall be
deposited the ballot papers of the voters.

. (3) The Presiding Officer at a polling station shall,
immediately before the commencement of voting -

(n) show euch ballot box to observers nnd any

other persons lawfully present so that they
may cotifirm that the ballot box is empty;

§eCrecy.
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Hours
of voting,

Manper
of voting.

(b} m the presence of observers und any other
persons lowfully present, close und place
distinctive scals upon cach ballot box i such

. i munner to prevent the ballot box from being
opened without breaking the seal; and

(c) keep the ballot boxes closed and sealod until

voting is completed and countimg is about to
commence.

(4) The Presiding Officer shall place the ballot boxes, in
full view of the Polling Assistants, Polling Agents, observers and any
other person authorised to be present in the polling station throughout
the voting time.

72 (1) The hours of voting shall be from 7 O'clock i the
mormng to § O'clock in the afternoon or such liter time as the Electoral
Commission may allow,

(2) The Presiding Offices shall not declare the poll closed
until all the registered voters present inside the polling station or
waiting m line outside the polling station at the time specified m
subsection (1) have cast their vote.

73 (1) The voting at an election shall be conducted in the
following manner « .

(@) & voter desiring o record his vote shall
present himself to the Presiding Officer or o
Polling Assistant at the polling station al
which he is entitled to vote and the Presiding
Officer or Polling Assistant, after satisfying
himself that -

(i) the nume of the voter appears in the
Register of Voters or part of the Register
of Voters, provided for that polling
station and that the voter is the same
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{ii)

person whose picture, voter's serial
wird number, name and nddress, is on

the voter registration card presented
by the voter; and

the voter has not slready voted having
regand to subparagraph (if) of paragraph
{(b), the Presiding Officer or polling
assistunt shall deliver him u ballot poper
but where a number of public clections
are held on the same day, the ballot
papers shall be differentinted by such
colours as the Electoral Commission
shall determine and shall be cast
separately for each clection held on the
day in question;

(1) immediztely before the Presiding Officer or

Polling Assistant delivers a ballot paper to a
voter he shall -

0}

(ia)

(i)

call out the voter's serinl wand numbey,
name and sddress as stated in the
Register of Voters and examine the
voter's registration eard issued by the
Electornl Comnresion and mark the card
in the manner prescribed by the
Electoral Commission;

examine the voter's left hand for trices

of the ink (if sny) referred o in
paragraph (¢) and if he is sutisfied that
there are such traces of the ink, he shall
not deliver a ballot paper to thut voter;

mark the ballot paper of papers with an
official mark prescribed by the Electoral
C ksshon;
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(iv) place a mork against the mumber of the
Register of Voters 0 denote that a ballot
pspetocpnpcnhnvebeendelhmd;

(¢) = Polling Assistant shull, if required by a

(d)

(2)

H

Polling Agent, pul 10 & person requesting
forn bcllotpnpcrocpopmmdmmorhi;
request, but not nfterwards, the following
questions-

(i) "are you the person whose name is on
the Register of Voters as {reading the
entry in the Register)”; or

{ii) "have you already vored at the present
election at this or any other polling
station?";

u person who is required by the Polling
Assistant to answer these questions, or
eithar of them, shall not be provided with a
ballot paper or be allowed to vote until he
hay nnswered the guestion or questions to
the satisfuction of the Presiding Officer,

the voter shull then go alone to the booth or
enclosure which shall be placed {n open view
of the public but in & manner which will
conceil the identity of the cundidiste he voted
for, put his mark against the symbol of the
candidute or us the case may be, the party of
his choice secretly, and then come out of
the booth or enclosure with his ballot paper
folded which he will then cast in full view of

everyone present;

if 2 votes-

The Public Klections Act 2022

(2

()

W

(i)  spoils a bailot paper madvertently:
or

(i) mistakenly marks a ballot paper
by mistake for a candidate who
is not of his choice;

the voter shall return the ballot paper 10 the
Presiding Officer, who shall, if he is satisfied
that the ecircumstances described in
subparngraphs (1) and {ii) have occurred,
provide the voter with another ballot paper
and the Presiding Officer shall write the word
*CANCELLED" across the face of the spoilt
ballot paper which shall be kept separately
and shall be delivered to the Returning
Officer as provided by this Act,

ufuvowrplmenuywﬁtimomwkmmc
ballot puper by which he may be identified,
the Presiding Officer shall write the word
"CANCELLED” across the face of the ballot
paper which shall be kept separately and
whall be deliverad w the Retuming Officer
as provided in this Act; mnd

s voter who is unable to read or who i
incapacitated by blindness or uny other
physicnldiubﬂityund{smhlcmcwhin
vole in the manner prescribed in this Act,
shail uppiyinpmnntod»l'ldduomw.
who shall, in the casc of a voter who is «
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() physically disabled, allow the voter 10
be accompanied by anotber voter of his
own choice excluding any staff of the
Electoral Commission, who shall
guarantee the faithful expression of the
vote of the disabled person and who
shall pledge ubsolute secrecy;

(fl) unable to read or write and cannot draw
1 cross, inform the voter that he can vote
by putting & fingerprint mark in the
squure corresponding 10 the candidate
for whom he wishes to vote after
dipping his finger in the ink which shall
be placed for this purpose in the voting
booth;

() = voter shall, immediately after casting his
ballot paper, submit to having his Jeft thumb
or a finger of the left hand, marked with
indelible ink:

Provided that this paragraph shall not apply in the case of
a voter who suffers from a physical defect which in the opinion of the
Presiding Officer, makes this application impractical.

(2) Notwithstanding subparsgraph (i) of paragraph (2}
of subsection (1), & voter who is likely tobe unable to go in person to
the polling station at which he is entitled to vote by reason of-

{a) being on official duties in connection with
the election; or

(b) being & public officer or employee of a public
corporation, commercial firm or mining
company ormember of the Sierma Leone Police
Force or the Armed Forces of the Republic of
Sierra Leone who is transferred by his
employer or supervisor to a place of
employment in a ward other than the one
which he is registerad,

No, Thve Pubdic Elections Aet 2022

my.mthwwlsmy!befontbednylppoinwdfavoﬁng.um
an application to the Returning Officer of his electoral arca for a
certificate of authorisation, in a form spproved by the Electoral
Commission, 1o authorise a Presiding Officer in a polling station
other than the one at which the applicant is entitled to vote, to permit
him to cast his vote in that polling station.

(3) Before issuing n certificate of authorisation under
subsection (2), the Returning Officer shall sutisfy himself that the
nppuuﬁnnhwdlfomukdundn:ppomdbyutwﬁncumﬁmuﬁm
oftbecmplo)\:forwpavinorofmeappﬂcunmdthﬂldemmc
mﬁmhmﬁmnlhhmofmofmepomngmﬁmu
which he s entitled to vote and initial the deletion,

(4) A voter who hus been issued with a certificate of
puthorisation referred 1o in subsection (2) shall preseot the certificate
of suthorisation to # Presiding Officer of a polling station other than
the polling stution ut which he is entitled to vote and the Presiding
Officer after sutisfying himself as 1o the suthenticity of the certificate
of authorisation, shall permit the voter to vote in accordance with the
directions contuined therein,

74. A ballot paper shall have & number printed on it and shall
be  ottached 10 & counterfoil bearing the same number as is printed
on the ballot paper.

75, A voter shall vote without undue delay and shall leave
the pdlhsm!hnumuhelupmhhbmotptperinmebmot
oo,

7. (1) Subjectto this Act, a person shall not be permitted to
vote at o polling station other than the polling station at which he is
entitied to vote pursuant to paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
73

(2) The Presiding Officer shall regulute the sdmission of
votets 1o the palling station and exclude all other persons except
Polling Agents, Polling Assistants, constables on duty, observers
and any other person who under this Act has lawful reason 10 be
admitted to the polling station.

of ballot
papers,
Voting to
delay.
Admission
af persons

to polling
stations,
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(3) A voter shall comply with the direction of the
Presiding Officer for regulating the casting of votes under subsection
(2) and generally conduct imself in on orderdy monner.

77. (1)  Where the Presiding Officer or a Polling Agent has
reasonnble cause to believe that & person attempting 10 vote of a
polling station has committed the offence of personarion, the person
shall be charged with the offence,

{2) A person in respect of whom the Presiding Officer or
a Polling Agent bas reasonable cuse 10 believe has committed the
offence of personation under subsection (1), shall not be -

() prevented fram voting, but the Presiding
Officer shall cause the words
“protested against for personabion” to be
placed agninst his name in the Register of
Voters or part of the Regaster of Voters:
or

(b)  permitted to vote if he admits o the Presiding

No, The Public Elections dct 2022

(3) on the order of the Presiding Officer, be
removed from the polling station by a
constable or other person authorised in
writing by the Presiding Officer in thit behatf
and he shall not, without the permission of
the Presiding  Officer, re-enter the polling
station during the day of the election; or

(b} be charged with the commission of an offence
under the Public Order Act, 1965 (Act No. 46
1965} or any other law,

M. (1) A Presiding Officer at a polling station shall, at the
expiration of the hours of voting prescribed under section 72, on the
day appointed for an election under section 56 -

(n} oclese the polling station, as soon as is
practicable, in the presence of Polling Agents

or .

(b) package, each sealed with his own szal and

arranged for the counting of votes at the
polling station -

Officer that be 15 not the person he beld -
himself out to be, (i) the ballot boxes used in the polling
station, unopened and sealed, 5o #s to
(3) Where a person in respect of whom the Presiding prevent the introduction of additional
Officer or a  Polling Agent bas reasomable cause 10 believe has hullot papers into the ballot boxes;
committed the offence of  personation wnder subsection (1), has
already voted, the Presiding Officer shall cause the words (it} a certificate of authorisation 1w permit
"protested against for personation” to be placed againut his name in him to cast his vote in that polling
the Register of \oters or part of the Register of Voters. station under subsection (2) of section
Maintenance 73;
e R (1) The Presiding Officer shall be responsible for the ’ »
podling maintenance of law and order in the polling station. (i) unused and spoilt ballot papers;
stalione
(Z)Where a person misconducts himself in o polling station or fails (1) the marked copies or purt of the Register
to obey n lawful order of the Presiding Officer, he may, = of Voters; mnd
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(v) the counterfoils of the used ballot
pupers,

(2) The packages under subsection (1) shall be
sccompanied by a statement known as "the Ballot Pupers Account”,
which shall be in Forin A of the Seventh Schedule, prepared by the
Presiding Officer, showing the aumber of ballot papers entrusted 10
him and accounting for them under the following heads-

(s) number of unused ballot papers,

(b) rnumber of spoilt ballot papers, and

(c) number of persons marked on the Register
of Voters us having been issued with ballot

popers.
N oy 80. (1) A candidute or, 8s the case may be, a political party
ugents contesting the eléction shall appoint one person, referred to as the
“Counting Agent”, for each polling station 10 attend at the counting

of the votes,

(2) A Polling Agent appointed under section 70 shall be
deemed to be the Counting Agent.

(3) A Presiding Officer may refuse to sdmit & person
purporting 1o be s Counting Agent to the place where the votes are
counted in respect of whom the notice referred 10 in subsection (2) of
section 70 has not been given,

(4) Where a Counting Agent dies or becomes incapable of
ncting 8s such, the candidate or political party concerned shall appoint
unother Counting Agent in his ploce and shall immediately give to
the District Returning Officer notice in writing of the name snd address
of the Counting Agent 50 appomted.

'ﬁ”“:‘:‘ be 81,  Except with the consent of the District Returning Officer, a

Pounting o Person other than the Counting Officer, Counting Assistant, polling

votes. staff, Counting Agents and observers, shull not be present at the
counting of voles,
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82.  APresiding Officer; in his capacity as Counting Officer, Coonting
ax 5000 a8 is practicable, ufter he has declared the polls closed in *f Yo'e*
socordance with subsection {2) of section 72 and has complied with
section 80, in the presence of the persona referred to in section 81,
shall -

(a) open each ballot box;

(b) take out the ballot papers;

(¢) seporate the ballot papers cast in respect of
the election of Members of Parliament from
those cast for the election of President;

(d) count the votes scparntely for each election,
in  accordance with section 83 and 84, if
marethan one is held on the same day; nnd

{¢) ensure that the baliot papers for the
candidates and those for any other election
held on the same day ere kept sepurate

8. (1) Atthe counting of votes, a ballot paper shall not be Void allots.
counted if it -

(0} bearsanumber, mark or variation indicating
that it was tssued for use ot a polling station
other than that at whicy it way used o vote,

(b)  does not bear ast official mark (ifun official
mark has been prescribed by the Electoral
Commussion),

v

(c) bas writing or mark by which the voter may
be identified (other than & fingerprint),

(d) casts votes for more than one candidate;
(o) is unmarked or is impossible 1o determine with

cerminty for which candidate  the ballot
Wils Cast; Of
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Rejection

ballot
papets.

Cancellation
due 0 over
viting.

Canoellation
due to
vielence,

) bears a mumber of mark or variation indicating
that it was not issued by the  Electorl
Conunission.

{2) Subject to subsection (1), a Counting Officer Qall
countand not reject a ballot paper on which there isa mukocwrmng
by means of which a voter has clearly ndicated his choice otherwise

thun by 1 cross or fingerprint.

(3) Where, in the opinion of a Counting Officer, a.ballol
box has been evidently tampered with before the completion of
counting of votes, the ballot papers contained i that box shall not
be counted,

#4. A Counting Officer shull endorse the word "Rejected” on
i ballocpapenmich.nndetncﬁon&.isnmcmned'wduddﬂw
words "Rejection objected to” if an objection to his decision is mide
by u Counting Agent.

85 (1) wmmemmmmckctimntn_pollmgmm
exceed the number of registered voters in a polling station, the
result of the election for that polling station shall be declared null
and void by the Electoral Commission.

(2) The Electoral Commission may, in the case of
or Jocal council elections, where the result of the

votes cast at o polling station -

(n) exceed the number of registered voters; and

(b) may affect the overall result in the electoral
area, schedule another election at o date 10
be fixed by the Electoral Commission.

8. (1) ACounting Officer may, where violence ocwlsdm-mg
the counting of votes in i polling station which aig_niﬁmsly disrupes
the counting process, cancel the votes in that polling station and the
Electoral Commission shall conduct another election if the outcome
of votes in the affected polling station will affect the outcome of the
entire 1esult
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(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), the Electoral
Comindssion may, if sutisfied that the result of the election will not be
affected by voting in the polling station where the election result is
nullified, direct that a retumn of the election be made.

87, The decision of u Counting Officer on & question arising
in respect of a ballot paper shall be finunl and subject to review only
on an_ election petition questioning the election.

88 (1) ACounting Agent may, if present when the counting
or a re-counting of the votes is completed, require the Counting
Officer to have the  votes recounted or recounted agnin, but the
Counting Officer may refuse to do 50 if, in his opinion, the request
s unreassonable,

(2) A step shall not be taken on the completion of the
counting or a re-counting of votes until the Counting Agents present
ut the completion of the counting have been given s reasonable
opportunity to exercise the right conferred by this section.

. (1) The Counting Officer shall, upon the conclusion of
the counting of votes, seal in separute packets the ballot papers
counted nnd those rejected, the ballot papers for each constitvency
cindidate or candidate in any other election held the same day, being
kept separate from those of any other candidate; and ench packet
shall be endorsed on the outside by the Counting Officer with the
name of the constituency candidute or other candidate, or as the
case muy be, with the name of the candidate in any other election
held the same day for whom the votes represented by the ballot
papers were cost.

(2) The Counting Officer shall prepare a statement of the
result of the poll which shall be in the form prescribed in the Eighth
Schedule and shall certify u sufficient number of copies for
distribution to-

(a) the National Returning Officer;
(b) each Regional Retuning Officer;

Counting
Officer's
decision o
be final

He-vount

Coumning
Officers
duties M
conclwsion of
ocounting.
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(¢) 1he Distnct Retuming Officer;

(d)  each counting agent of o candidate or political
party present at the poll;

(¢) lumself

(3) The copy of the sttement of the result of the poll
which is intended for the National Returning Officer shall be dispatched
by s means other than that by which the copy to the District Returning
Officer was dispatched,

(4) The Counting Officer shall then place the sealed
envelopes with the counted ballots, the refected ballots and other
election documents gs may be decided upon by the Electoral
Commission, into the ballot box, and shall lock the ballot box and fix
his yenl to it and invite the other polling station officials and counting
agents who may be present to affix their own sealy on the ball box,

AL (1) After the counting of the votes wt the polling station,
the Counting Officer shall forward the ballot hoxes sealed i the
manner stated in subsection (4) of section 89 and all other docitments
and equipment used in the election o the Distnict Returning

(2) In dispasching a ballot box under subsection (1), &
Counting Officer shall fix outside the ballot box, in a separate
envelope, the following -

(n) the statement of the result of the poll; and

(b)  the record of s=al numbers to the sealed ballot
box.

(3) Until the delivery of the ballot box to the person
suthorised by the District Retuming Officer to collect it or, until the
delivery of the ballot box by the Counting Officer to the office of the
District Returning Officer, the Counting Officer shall ensure that the
ballot box and other election materials are not tumpered with and they
shall be regarded as being in his custody.
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a1, Wlmubullotboxu&rredlommbsecbon(l)otaecﬂonwd
90 or lumnmuhslordeﬂmyed.ﬂ\eoerﬂﬁzdoopyofdn“:m’“
statement of the result of the poll referred 0 i subsection (2) of batior boves
section 89, shall, on the onth of the Counting Officer or other polling
station official, be accepted as representing the result of the
poll at the polling station concerned,

92 M mmkmngomcashaﬂ,uponmofmuf
the sealed balkot box and other election muterials referred 10 in section = “m
90 -

(8) not open the sealed packet contining the Min
marked copy of the Register of Voters nor S7a 6
the sealed packets containing the counter
foils of the used baliot papers;

(b) proceed, in the presence of the counting
agents, if any, to verify the Ballot Papers
Account, kept for the purpose, by comparing
it with the number of ballol pupers counted
and rejected in accordance with seotions 84
and 85 and the unused and spoilt papers
his  possession; and

(¢) teseal each packet after examination,

(2) The District Returning Officer shall prepare a
statement on the result of verfication in form B of the Seventh
Schedule showing the number of ballot papers rejected and shall, on
reguest by a counting agent, allow hitn 10 copy the statement.

93. (1) The District Returning Officer shall, upon receipt of Certificate
the sttement of the result of the poll from all the polling stations of result by
located in the district, compile a summary of all the statements of the District
results from the polling stations concerned and certify as many Returning
copies as may be required of each summary to the Regional Retuming Officer
Officer showing the numnber of votes cast for each constituency
candidate or, us the case may be, each candidate in any other election
held on the sume day,
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(2) Cenified copies of the summary compiled under No. The Pulic Elections Act 2022 57
subsection (1) shall be supplied to observers or counting agents
present at the office of the District Returning Officer. () Members of Partiament, by Government
Notice and in any other manner as he may
think fit.

(3) The Regional Returning Officer shall, upon receipt of
tbecopieeohhcmmryofnmlbcompﬂalnudcrmﬂm(l)
by cach of the District Returning Officers in the electoral arca, compile, :
asmmyofdlthcmul&mcdwdﬁwnthcmmimkemnﬂng %

Officers and shall supply certificd copies of his summaries 10 the ?mmmaﬁu:neofmﬂ;mﬁ’”?"@wmﬂw
: place appointed for the purpose, or thing is acts etc.
Pationt R surmng CHCHE Ml a3 CIREIVEEE SIDSHAB SUPATPRAESS otherwise duly done, invalidate the sct ot thing done.

(4 The National Returning Officer shall, upon receipt of
the summaries referred to in subsection (3), cause those summaries
to be taflied and computed and shall ut the end forthwith declare the
result of the election ot elections as follows -

95 (D) Where, in this Act, any act or thing is required ot Non-

authorised 10 be done in the presence of the Polling Agents or counting o b

(2) Upon the determination of any legal proceedings
arising in connection with an eloction under this Act, the Court shall,
ifnRelumingOﬂ‘ncaisnpartywthcacnon.unifywhaherurum
m:pmﬁngmhﬁommmmmnhionoﬂbkmmsom
done otherwise than in the bone fide performance of his duty under

* § ;
(a) in the case of the election for a President iy

held the same day, in the manner prescribed
in section 51, and ensure that the statements

of the tesult of the polls and the sealed 96 A person who hos voted at an clection shall in o legal Secrecy

proceedings arising out of the clection be required to state for whom of voting.

packages containing the voting papers and

all other documents relating fo the election, B yohed 0% ;o
:ftl.ufl:g:::mly krcp' b;h:t:ehe:? l::?:r: 97. TheElectoral C“. wmisd ‘onorigqeulsmaydu‘ _phy e '.h ; * ".’..Tm..
Consiiaon: and and emblems of the candidates or a political party within the vicinity o 0 g ey

of the pluce of voting.

(b) in the case of an election of the Members of
Parlinment, the number of votes cast for cach
constituency candidate,

PART VIII - ELECTION OF PARAMOUNT CHIEF MEMBERS
OF PARLIAMENT

3 : inati lection of Paramount Chicl Nomination

Publicativs OF  As soon as may be after the National Returning Officer - ® () T‘?"“”"‘m‘”‘"“h‘" n e

uf result. has declared the result of the election ar elections under subsection Members of Parlinment shall be in the form prescribed in the Ninth -
(4) of section 93, the Electoral Commission shall publish the results Schedule. election of

¢ Paramooat
dec in .
s0 declared the case of un election of @)Sections 69, 70,71, (f) and (g) of su .m“)mcf(_;,,f

members of section 73, sections 75, 76, 78, 79, 84,87 , 88,89, 90,91, 92,

93.94 of  subsection(2)of section 95, and section 96 shall apply, of Parliament
with the necessary modifications to the election of Parnmount Chief

Members of Parliament. :

(n) P:u&hu&hﬂcmwmmﬁm
52; nmd
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Coumcal and
conduct

(3) The Register of \oters, where referred (o in sny of
the provisions of Part VII shall, for the purposes of this Part, be
construed to mean the Gazetted List.

{#) The right of a Chiefdom Councillor to vote in the
election of Paramount Chief Members of Parliament shall not
prejudice to his right to vote in any other election under this Act.

%, (1) For the purposes of an election under this Part, the
Returning Officer shall appoint the hours and plsce of the voting
and meet each Chiefdom Council ut the time and place appomted
by him.

(2) The Retumning Officer shall, pursuant to subsection (1), upon
meeting a Chiefdom Council «

(a) mark numbers serislly against the names of
the members ofthat Chiefdom Council who
are present in the order in which they
appear in the Gagette List,

(b) read the list of candidates remuining
nominated and displey the symbols
allocated to the candidates;

(¢) show the ballot hoxes 1o the electars in the
manner provided in section 71

{d) call the nume of eacls voter in the Gazette
List und cause o Poliing Assistant to issoe
o ballot puper to each voter i turn,

(3) Before issuing a ballot paper under subsection (2),
the Polling Assistant shall place 0 murk against the number of the
voter in the Gazette List to denote that & ballot paper has been
delivered to him.
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{4) The voter shall then go alone to the booth or
enclosure, pat his mark against the symbol of the candidate of his
choice secretly and then come out of the booth or enclosure with his
bailot paper folded which he will then cast in full view of everyone

present.

100, (1) The Retumning Officer at a polling station shall, at the Counting of

conclusion of the time appointed for voting under subsection (1) o

section 72-

(a) close the polling station and cease to receive %m

(b}

any votes and shall is soon as is practicable
thereafier proceed to open each ballot box,
take out the ballot papers and count theny;
and

subject 1o sections 84 and 85, record the
number of valid ballot papers. but the hallot
cast for each candidate shall be kept separate
from the ballots of any other candidate.

fvoln in
election of

101 Exoept with the consent of the Retuming Officer, a person Persone who
other than the Returning Officer, his assistants, the Polling Agents,
and observers may not be present at the counting of votes.

counting ~

(b)

Al coonting
2, The Rewrning Officer shall, upon the conclugion of the Retuming

duties
(8) prepare a statement to be calied the Ballot ot conchision

Papers Account, which shall be in Form A of counting,

specified in the Seventh Schedule; seal up in
separate packets the counted and the
rejected ballot papers, and the ballot papers
for each candidate shall be kept separate from
those of any other candicate;

endorse on the outside of each packet the
name of the candidate for whom the votes
represented by the baliot papers herein were
cast;
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Tune for
Socal souncil
elections,

Nomination
fee for
Mayoral
and
Chalrpersan
candidate

Nomination
fees for
councilion

Form of lucal
coveei|
glections.

Application
of sctions
59 10 26 o
local
council
elections.

(¢) scal in separnte packets the marked copy of
the Gazette List and any unused ballot
papers;

{(d) preparc a statement to be called the
*Verification of Ballot Papers”™, which shall
be  insuch form as specified in Form B in
the Scventh Schedule; and

{¢) on request by a candidate or his Polling
Agent, allow the candidate or Polling Agent
o copy the statement.

PART IX-ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF LOCAL COUNCILS

103, The local council elections shall be conducted on the firm
Sanusday of November after the expimtion of the term of the Councillor.

104, A candidate for locul council Mayoral or Chairperson
clection shall not take part in that election unless he has paid a non-
refundable nomination fee based on the nomination fee prescribed
by the Commission and based oo the Nomination Fee Formulac
specified in the Eleventh Schedule.

108, A candidate for a local council election shall not take part
in thatelection unless he has paid 3 non-refundable nomination fee
based on the nomination fee prescribed by the Commission and
based on the Nomination Fee Formulae specified in the Eleventh
Schedule.

106. A person shall present himself for nomination for election
to n local council ether as, Mayor, Chairperson or asa Councillor.

107.  Sections 59 to 96 shall with the necessary modification
apply 1o local conneil elections.
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PART X-ELECTION OF VILLAGE OR TOWN HEAD

108. A viliage or town shall bave o head who shall be elected Head of
by universal suffiage by residents of the town who are  voters :’3’:‘“’

109, A candidate for election as town or village head shall not Nomination
take part in that election unless he has puid u non-refundable fees for
nomination fee besed on the nomination fee prescribed by the Y/8°
Commission and based vn the Nomination Fee Formulse specified ™ '™ ™%
m the Eleventh Schedule.

1100 (1) Aperson qualifies to be clected as head of n village or Qualifications

- of head of
town if that persan vm“"‘;
Town.

(n) 18 acitizen and & voter;
(b) Is not less than 30 venrs of ags;

(¢) s resided in the village or town for not less
than § years immediately before seeking to
be elected as o head jund

(d) has paid all txes and rates in the Western
Area Rural District as recquiredd by law.

111, The beadofa Village or Town shall hold office for a penod Tenure of
o years. office

of village ve
112, 0 Ectoral Cottlselont my: by siatatory. limtrammentt b

muke rules refating to election of village or town head, vilisge or
town head
PART XI1-ELECTORAL OFFENCES Shoctions.

113, A prosecution shall not be initisted for an offence created  Appliostion
under this Part unless the offence is commutted during the election of this Part.
period.

14, A person who- Offences
relating to
(n) makes a false statement in an application for :ﬁma "

registition &5 4 voter knowing it to be false;
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(b) after demund or requisition made of him unsder

{c)

(d)

(¢)

()

this Act and without just cause, fails 10 give
the information in hiis possession or does not
give the information within the time specified,

in the tiame of unother person, whether living,
dead or fictitious, signs an application form
for rejistration & & voler 10 have that otler
person registered a8 @ voter;

tmnsmits or s concerned with transmitting
ton person us genuine i declaration relating
to registration which is false in n material
particular, knowing it to be false;

without lswiul authority, destroys, mutilates,
defisces or removes or makes an alleration in
any notice or document required for the
purpose of registration under this Act;

knowingly gives false information or makes
a false sintement with reference to an
application for registration of his nume or
with reference to an objection to the retention
of the name of a person in the Register of
Voters,

challenges or objects to the inclugion of the
nnme of anotber person in the Register of
Voters on & ground he Knows 1o be false;

offers unything of actual or prospective
value to a person 1o induce that person not
0 register us  voter;

presents himself to be or does any act
whereby he is by whatever name or
description  howsoever, included in the

- - e

m
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0

&)

M

(n)

(0}

p)

Register of Voters for an electoral area in
which he i not entitled to be registered; or

having been disqualified from registering as
# voter under an enactment, upplies to be

registered as a yoter;

publishes a statement or report which he
knows to be fillse or does not believe to be
true 50 as 10 prevent persons who sre qualified
1o register from regstering a3 voters;

hnpedesoroh‘tlmlBuRcMno’ n Officer
orn Revision Officer in the performance of

his duties; or

without lawful authority, wears the
jdentification of  registration officer or

gssistant registration officer or wears any
other identification purporting to be the
identification of a Registration Officer or an
Aussistant Registration Officer;

by himself or any other person procures the
registration of himself or any other person
on the Register of Joters knowing that be
or that other person is not entitled to be
registered on that Register or is already
registered on i

by himself or any other person procures the
régistration of a dead or fictitiouy person; or

charies out registration of voters or revision
of the Register of Voters at # centre or place
not authorised or desigoated by the
Electoral Comsnission,

I
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commits an offence and is liuble on conviction t 4 fine of not less
than 20,000,000 Leones or to imprisonment for o term of § years or to
both the fine and imprisonment.

115 (1) A person who-

() being registered us u voter in a Register of
registrution Voters applies again to be as a
voler,

(b) registers as 4 voter in more than one ward or
more than once in & ward for an election;

(¢) in the Register of Voters otherwise than in
substitution for his subsisting registration,

(d) inthe same Register of Voters having applied
10 be registesed in n Register of Voters in &
ward and which application has not been
granted or has been rejected, npplics to be
registered in the Register of Voters for the
same ward or in the Register of Voters for
nother ward;

(¢) simultaneously makes 2 or more spplications
10 be registered s o voter;

{0 presents himself 10 be or does any act
whereby he is by whatever nume or
description included in the Register of
Voters for an electorl aren in which be is not
entitled 1o be registerad; or

(g) by himself or another person procure the
registation of himself or uny other person
on the Register of Voters knowing that e or
the other person is not entitled to be
registered on that Register or is already
registered on i1,

__s s

No, The Public Elections Act 2022

commits an offence and is linble on conviction to a fine of not less
than 20,000,000 Leones of to imprisonment for a term of 5 years or to
both the fine and imprisonment.

) A person who cammits an offence under subsection
(ndnlLinndditimlomepemkypmaMhmatmhsedion.nm
be eligible to vote in that election or in the next election.

(3) A person who mids another person {0 register as a
voter more than once, commits an offence and is liable on conviction
to 8 fine of not less than 20,000,000 Leones or to imprisonment for 3
term of § vears or 1o both the fine nnd impeisonment.

116. (1) A person who-

{a) without lawful authority, makes, prepares,
prints or s in possession of a docament o7
paper purporting to be a Register of Voters or
any part of the Rogister; or

(b) without lawful suthority, copies or possesscs
uny part of & Register of Voters or any copy
of the Register; or

(c) forges, counterfeits, alters, defaces or
fraudulently destroys any Register of Voters
or any pirt of the Register, commits an
offence and 1% liable on conviction 1o a fine
of not less than 20,000,000 Leones or 1o
mprisonment for a term of § years or to both

the fine and impnsonment,

(2) A person who hinders or obstructs a field registrar n
the execution of his duties commits an offence and is lable, on
conviction to a fine not exceeding 10, 000,000,00 Leones or
imprisonment to a term not  exceoding 2 yoars,
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Offences

relating W

yoter
regutralion
cards, elc.

(3) A person who knowingly causes his numne to be
included m a & provisional list while not entithed to be registered ora
Registration Officer who knowingly includes the name of a person
who is not entitled to be registered commits an offence and is liable,
on conviction, to a fine of 10, 000,000.00 Leones or to imprisonment
fora term of 2 yeass.

(4) A person who makes a statutory declarations in the
form prescribed in the Fourth Schedule, which be knows 1o be false
in & material particular, or recklessly, whether it i true or not, commits
an offence and is liable, on conviction, 1o a fine not less than
50,000,000.00 Leones or to o term of imprisonment not less than 3
years or to both the fine and imprisonment,

117, {1) A person who-

(n) forges a voter registration card; or

(b) unlawfully retains, seizes or posscsses 4
voter registration card, counterfoil book,
regiflration stamp or anything in use at a
registration: cenfre; or

(¢) without lawfirl authority makes, prepares; or

prints 0 document of paper purporting 1o be
& voter registration card,

(d) being entitled to & voter registration card,
gives it 10 o person other than an electoral
officer noting in the course ofhis lawful duty
under this Act, for use at an election;

(¢) not bemng an electornl officer acting in the
conrse of his duty under this Act, receives a
voter registration card m the nnme of another
person  for use at an election and uses the

card fraudulently;




W
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() without lawful authority or excuse has in his
possession more than one voter registration
card;

(8} 15 in unlawful possession of u voter'y card
whether issued in the name of u voter or not;
or

() procures or deals with a voter registration
card otherwise than us provided in this Act.

cammits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of not less
than w.mﬂ,wowmamwrwnmdsmww
both the fine und imprisonment.

) A person who {ssues u duplicate voter registration
cudtouutcronpoll&mdsyorlmmMdaysbctorepollhgduy
coumanits un offence and s liable on conviction 1o a fine not less than
5,000,000,00 Leones or to imprisonment for a teem not less than one
year. ®

18, A person who-

Offences
of buylng

(&) se(bormuwwwllorommtouumy :':,, .

voter card whether issued in the registration registest
cants

nime of any voter or not: or

{b) buys or offers to buy any voter registration
card whether on bis own behalf or on behalf
of iny other person,

comumits an offence and is liable on conviction to # fine of not lesy
mm.m.mwnawtowhnmotsnm«w
both the fine and inprisonment.

119, A person who-

(n} forges or fraudulently defaces or knowingly
destroys the nominstion puapers of a
candidate or the list of endorsed candidates
of & political party;

Offences in
Tespes! of
Bomination
popers, hallor
papery, elc,
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(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

0

(R

()

delivers to another person or uuthority 10
whom nomination papers of listy of endorsed
candidates of political parties are required 1o
be delivered by this Act, a nomination papes
or list of endorsed candidates of a political
party knowing it to be forged;

sipsamun‘mtionpopetnnwuimuht
more than one electoral area for the same
clection;

sigmnwmimtionpmrmmmgmh.
candidate at an election knowing that he is
incligible to be or disqualified from being a
candidate at that election,

forgaammﬁ:horhﬂnmudcfm
or frandulently destroys a hallot paper or un
officinl stamp or mark on o baflot paper;

not being & person entitled to be in
possession of a ballot paper which has been
murked with an official stump or mark bas the
ballot paper in his possession; without
lawful suthority, supplies & ballot paper to
arother person;

fraudulently puts into a ballot box anything
other than the ballot paper which he is
suthorised by law 1o put in it

without Iswful authority, destroyy, takes,
upens or otherwise interferes with a ballot
box or packet or ballot papers then in use for
the purposes of the clection;

being authorised by the Electoral
Cammission to print ballot papers prints more

i
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o

o

(m)

(n)

than the number or quantity suthorised by
the Comemssion;

without lawful authority has in hig possession
u ballot paper;

without authority destroys, takes, opens,
disposes of or otherwise interferes with an
election matertal i use or intended 1o be
used for the purposes of an election;

without lawful authority prints a ballot papes

or what #firports to be or is capuble of being
used as @ ballot paper;

for the purposes of an election,
manufactures, constructs, imports, has in his
possession, supplies or uses, or canses ©
be manufactured, constructed, {mported,
supplied or used, an appliance, device or
mechanism by which n ballot paper may be
extracted, affected or manipulated after
having been deposited in n ballot box during
the polling at an election; or

not bemg suthorised 1o do so under this Act,
mikes 0 mark on a ballot paper issucd 1o 4
person other than to himself,

commits un offence and is Kable on conviction to a fine of not less
than 20,000,000 Leonss or to imprisonment for a term of $ years or 1o
both the fine and imyprisomnent,

120.

(a)

(1) A person who-

unlawifully votes formore than one candidate
of, as the case may be, votes or records more
than one vote i fivour of o candidate:

Wroeghsl
voling, ete,
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Improper

practices by

alectarnl
officors,

(b) votes at an election when he 15 not entatled
W vote;

(e} votes more than once in an election;

(5 Iulutrswithuwmmmcmingofhh
volie [n secret,

(¢) pretexds to be unable to read or write o es
1o he assisted in voting; or

() pretends to be visually impaired or suffering
from ey other disability 80 as to be assisted

I voting;

{g) pretendy w be visually inpaired or suffering
from any. other disability 40 as 1o be assisted

m VOuDg:

commits an offence and is liable on conviction 1o a fine not less than
5,000,000.00 Leanes or 10 imprisonment for o ferm not less than one
yoar.

() In a presecution for an offence in selation to
nommation papers, ballothoxes, bisllot papers, counterfoils, marking
instruments and other voting and election matenials, the property in
such voting and clection materials may be stated to be in the
possession of the Retuming Officer at 2uch electon,

121, (I} Anelectoral officer performing a duty under this Act
or any other enactment who-
(n) wids snother person to register s & Voler more
than once,

(b)  wilfully or negligently fails to perform such
duty in an impartial manner;

— 5 -

" . —

Sy —
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)

()

(e}

i

(%

(h)

makes use of or attenspts to make use of his
official dutics or position to influence the way
in which a person votes;

knowingly subverts the process of free and
fair elections:

knowingly obstructs the Electoral
Commission m the discharge of its functions
or otherwise interferes with the functions of
the Electoral Commission;

makes an entry, which he knows or has
reasonable cause to believe 1o be false, ina
record, return or other document which he is
required to keep or make under such
enactment;

permits a person whom he knows or has
reamonable cause to believe to be able to read
or write to vote in the manner provided for
persons unable to read or write;

permits a person whom he knows or has
reasonable cause 1o believe not to be visually
impaired of a person with disability to vote in
the manner provided for persons who are
visually impuired or persons with disability,
a5 the case mury be;

wilfully prevents a person from voting at the
polling stution at which he knows or has
reasonitble cause 1o believe that that pecson
i entitied 10 vote,

walfully rejects or refizses to count n ballot
paper which he knows or has reasonable
couse 1o beligve is validly cast for n candidiste
in accordance with this Act or any other
cnactment;
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) wilfully counts a ballot paper us being cast
for a candidate which he knows or hay
reasonable cause 1o believe was not validly
cast for that candidase;

(K) interferes with a voter in the casting of his
vole in secret

() s required to declure the result of an election,
fiails 1o do 0.

m) is not authonised 10 do so, purports to mike
a formal dec®ration or formal ammouncement
of nn election result;

(n) without ressonable couse does or omits to
do anything in breach of his official duty;

10) colludes with & political party or canslidate
for the purpose of giving an undue
advantage to the political party or candidate;

(p) wilfully contravenes the law 1o give undie
ndvantage to a candidate or a political party
on partisan, ethnic, religious, gender or any
other unlawful consideration; oe

(@) fails to prevent or report to the Eloctoral
Commission ar any other relevant authonty,
the comimission of an electoral malpractice
or offence under this Act,

commits an offenice and is liable on conviction to a fine of not less
than 20,000,000 Leones or to imprisonment for a ferm of S vears of 10
both the fine and imprisonmient,

(2) A person who is convicted of an offence under
subsection (1) shall not be cligible to hold public office for a period
of § years {ollowing conviction.

Nov The Public Elections Aet 2022

B3

122 Aperson who being a member or officer of the Electoral
Commission, charged with the counting of votes or the making of &
teturn st an election, wilfully falsifics the count of the votes or
wilfully makes o false return commits an offence and is linble on
cotviction to a fine of not less than 20,000,000 Leones or to
imprisonment for o term of S years or to both the fine and imprisonment.

Falaification
of retum of

election,

123, (1) Anelectorul officer, Polling Assistant or Polling Agent jnfringement

In attendance at & polling station who, -

(a) communicatesgbefore the poll is closed,
information #5 to the name or serial number
of the ballot paper lssued to & voter at the
station;

(h) obtains or attempts 1o obtain, information as
to the candidate for whom a voter i the
station &8 about to vote or has voted,

(¢) interféres or attempts to interfere with 4 voter
when casting his vote;

(d) communicates information obtained in a
- poiling station as to the candidate for whom
it voter in the station is about to vote or has

voted,,

commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine of not less
than 20,000,000 Leones or to imprisonment for & term of S years or to
both the fine und imprisonment,

{2) Subsection (1) shall not apply to & procedure under
this Act for recosding the vote of a vorer who is -

(a) unsble 1o read or write; of
(b incapacitated by -

of secrecy,
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() blindness; or
(W) other physical cause or disability,
from casting his vote himself,

(3) A person, other than a Presiding Officer or a person
authorised by him, who communicates with a voter after the voter
has received a ballot paper and before the voter hia placed the ballot
paper in a ballot box, commits an offence and is lixble on conviction
10 4 fine of not less than 20,000,000 Leones or to imprisonment fora
term of § vears or 1o both the fine and imprisonment.

{4) An¢lectoral officer, Polling Assistant, or Polling Agent
in attendance at the counting of votes who-

(a) maintains or sids in muintuining the secrecy
of the ballot,

(b) attem®s 10 ascertain the counting, the serial
number of a ballot paper;

{c) communicates informntion obtaned at the
counting of the vote of u canidute,

commits an offence and is kable on conviction to a fine of not less
than 20,000,000 Leones or to imprsonment for a term of § years or to
both the fine and imprisonment.

{5) A person attending s proceedings refuting to an
clection who, without lawful nuthority, -

(1) communicates to another person, before the
poll is closed, information obtained st the
proceedings as to un official stamp or mark
10 be used in connection with a ballot
paper,
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(d) impeding or preventing a person from being
nominated as a candidate or from being

registered as a voter,

commits un offence and is liable on conviction 10 a fine of not less
than 20,000,000 Leones or to imprisomment for i term of 5 years of o
both the fine and imprisonment.

(2) A person who induces; influcaces or procures
another pesson to vote in an election knowing that the person is not
entitled 1o vote in that election commits un offence and is linble on
conviction o a fine of not less than 20,000,000 Leones or to
imprisonment for a term of 5 years or to both the fine and

imprisontment,

(3) A person who directly or indirectly by duress or
mumidation impedes, prevents or threatens 10 impede or provent a
voter from voting cammits an offence and {s finble on conviction to
a fine of noi less than 20,000,000 Leones or to imprisonment for a
term of 3 years or to both the fine and imprisonment.

(4) A person who directly or indirectly by duress,
intimidation or otherwise compels or induces a voter who has already
voted ot an election-

{n) 1o inform him or another pecson of the name
of the candidate or political party for which
the wvoter voted; or

(b) 1o display the ballot paper on which the voter
has marked ks vote,
commits an offence and s inble on conviction to a fine not less than
1,000,000,00 Leones or to imprisonment for a term not less than 3
months.
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mn

126, A person who at an election-

(a) knowingly votes or attempts to yote or
applies for a ballot paper in the name of
another person, whether thit name be that of
a person living or dead or of & fictitious
petson;

(b) having voted once at that election votes or
atlempts to vote at the same election in his
OWD name:

(¢) votes with the knowledge that he is not
entitled to vote in that election;

(d) presenty himself as an electoral officer

knowing that he is not,

corumnits an offence and iy Habie on conviction 1o & fine of not less
than 20,000,000 Leones or to imprisonment for a term of § years o to
both the fine and imprisonment.

127. (1) A person who-

(a)  gives, lends, offers, promises, of promises to
. procure, any money or valuable consideration
to or for u voater, or to de Jor any other person,
in order 1o induce any voter 1o vote or refrain
from voung or coeruptly does any such sct
a5 uforesaid on account of such voter
having voted, or refrained from voting ut
any olection under this Act;

(b) gives, procures, agrees fo give or procure,
offers, promise, or promises 1o procure or
endeavour to procure, any office, place or
employment to or for any voter, or to or for

Persomation.

Hridery,
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any other person, in onder 1o mduce swch
yoter 1o vote or refrain from voting or
corruptly does any such act as aforesaid on
account of any voter having voted or
refruined from voting at any election under
this Act;

{c) makesa gift, loan, offer, promise, procurement
wammmufamdtoinpumph(bno
or for any person in order 1o induce the
pcnoutoprocmorwdenmmpmm
the return of & person sy President or o
Memberof Parlinment or of a local council
or the vote of 4 person ut an clection under
this Act;

(d) upon ot in consequence of a gift, Joan, offer,
pwmhe.pwcwunetnorngmrefcmd
to fn puragraph (b), procures OF ERgages,
gmmmdsvommm.memm
ofupenonuhcsidemorlMcmhcrof
Parliament or of a local council, of the vote of
npmwatmelectkmmdcnhishct;

(e) advances or pays or caused 1o be paid any
money o or for the use of uny other person,
with the inteat, that the money or part of it
shall be expended in bribery at an election
under this Act; or

N knowingly pays or causes to be paid money

No. The Public Elections Act 2022

() A person-

(n) bdnga\omwbobefuwocdnmsmclecm
under this Act receives, agrees of contracts
for money, gift, loan, vatuable consideration,
office, place or employment for himseifor for
uny other person, for voting or agreeing o
vote or for refraining or agreeing to refrain
from voting at that election; or

(b) who, after an election under this Act, receives
money, gift, loan, valusble consideration,
oﬁoe.plmoranpioymm{nrhimselfmﬁt
that other person, on occount of any other
pesonbavil:svowdotmhmdl‘mnvming
or having induced uny other person o
vole of refrain from voting at that election,

commits an offence and is linble on coaviction 1o & fine of not less
thars 20,000,000 Leones of 1o imprisomment for o term of 5 ysans or to
hoth the fine and imprisonment.

(3) Thels section shull not apply or be construed w spply
tgunynmyputdougmedmbepuid for or on sccount of any
lawful cxpenses bona fide incurred at or conceming any clection,
mdmpuﬁcuhrwdtehhcofmnspwtbyoronbdnlfofncuﬂidue‘u
ot political party's Polling Agent or the travelling expenses of o
candidate or his Polling Agent.

128, A person who is convicted of personation, undue influence, Dequalificaton

fo another person in discharge of repayment bﬁbm.aﬁb&lwmwmdumorpmuﬂngthewmxmsb‘mof z'n""‘"’
of money wholly or in part expended in the offence of personation shall, in addition to any other punshment, m'::"*
bribery ut an election, . be barred during & period of § years from the date of his conviction-

wmdtsmoffencemdislinblconconviﬂiontoaﬁmo(nm less () ﬁmmwuumm&mwm
than 20.000,000Lm«loinprisomunfonmmof5ymorw it auy election; and
both the fine and imprisonment.
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(b) from being elected a4 member of Parliament or

u Jocal council, village or town head or if
elected before his conviction, of retaining
his seat as & member of Parliament or a local
council,

129.  Aperson who -

{n) votes or induces or procures any person to

vote at an election under this Act knowing
thint he or the other person is prolubrted by
this Act or by any other emactment from
voting at that electon; or

(b) before or during an election under this Act

knowingly publishes u fitlse statement of the
withdmawnl of a candidate at that election for
the purpase of promoting or procuring the
election of another candidate,

cotnits an offence and 15 ligble on conviction to a fine not less than
20,000,000 Leones or to imprisonment for it term of 5 years or to both

the fine and imprisonment.

130. A person who-

(n) removes, destroys, concenls or mutilates or

assists in the removal, destruction,
contvenlment or mutilation of an
election materizl, except with the authority
of the Electornl Commission or under
this Act; or

(b) snmiches or destroys or otherwise unlawfully

interferes with an election material,

commits un offence and is linble on conviction to inprisonment for &
term not less than § years.
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I31. A person who, except with the suthorisation of the Electoral Prohibition of
Commission directly or indirectly, prints, manufactures or supplics or ;:'i::’""
procures the printing, manufacture or supply of materials in connection manufacture
with un election, commits an offence and is fiable on conviction to a #d sapply of
fine not less than 50,000,000.00 Leones o to imprisonment for a term '8 204
not less than  Sycars. materiale

132 (1) A person who at a lnwfol public meeting, held in Interference
connection with an election- ""I l.""f"
meeting.

(1) 8¢ts or incites others to act in n disorderly
manner for the purpose of preventing or
interfering with the transaction of the
business for which the meeting was cailed;
or

(b) has in his possession an offensive wespon
or mussile otherwise than in pursuance of a
lawful duty,

commits an offence and i3 lable on conviction to a fine not less than
2,000,000,00 Leones or to {mprisonment for & teem of 6 months,

{2) A person convicted of 4n offence under subsection
(1) is barred from voting 44 an election held within s period of 5 years
from the date of the conviction.

(3) For the purpose of subsection (1), & person is deemed
to be acting in pursuance of a lawful duty if be is acting in his capacity
as military or police pessonnel chasged with providing secarity at
thut public meeting.
133 A person who :'Mmlibmﬂ:. of
() directly or indirectly, by the use of threat or with free
force, violence, sexual harussment or poliical
otherwise, prevents the conduct of a political 4oy
meeting, procession, demonstration or other campaigning
event of a political nature or another person
from attending or participating in the meeting
procession, demonstration ar other cvent;

e —
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Improper use
of vehiele.

(b) creates a material disruption with the
intention of preventing a political party from
holding a public political meeting;

(¢) impedes or prevents or threatens to impede
or prevent the right of n representative of
a political purty 10 gain access, in the manner
and during the hours prescribed, 1 voters
in any particular centre, whether public or
private, for the purposes of conducting
political canvassing or campaigning and of
soliciting membership and support;

(d) impedes or threatens to irpede or prevent 4
member of the Electoral Commission, a
representative of the Electoral Commission
or  any other person or organisation
engaged in civic electoral education to gain
access, in the manner and during the hours
prescribed, to eligible voters in a particular
centre, whether public or private, for the
purpose of conducting civic electoral
education; or
{e) conducts a political party procession along
n public thoroughface or a political party
meeting ocgnﬂyinnphﬂknheeolhemﬁé
than on & date or at a time specified by the
Electoral Commission in a campuign calendar
published pursuant to this Act,
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to & fine not less than
20,000,000.00 Leones of to imprisonment for a term not bess than 5
years ot to both the fine and imprisonment.

134. (1) A person shall not provide for the purpose of
conveying mmapemnwnmgimdonccmnarwaponing
station a government vehicle or boat, or a vehicle or boat belonging
1o & public body or institution except in respect of a person who i
ordinarily entitled to use that vehicle or boat or in an emergency in
respect of an electoral officer.
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(2) A person who contravenes subsection (1) commits
an offence and is linble on conviction to a fine 5ot less than 500,000.00
Leones.

138, Apmwhonmchcﬁonuumhnﬁuo&mmminmmy
a disorderly manner commits an offence and is lisble on conviction conduct o
to & fine not less than 2,000,(60.00 Leones or to imprisonment for s elections.
term not fess than 6 months.

136, A person who knowingly votes or attempts 1o vote in an Voling by
clectorul area in respect of which his name is not on the Register of unregstered
Voters commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not PErons.
less than 5.000,000.00 Leones or to imprisonment for & term not less
than 12 months.

137. (1) A person who carries, woars or displays a dangerous Restriceion on
weapon or missile in a part of 4 polling centre or within a distance of admission 1o
300 meters of a poiling centre otherwise thun in purseance of 8 hwﬁdg:'a“
duty commits an offence nnd is liable on conviction 1o a fine not less
than 5,000,000,00 Leones or to imprisonment for o term of 12 months.

(3) For the purpose of subsection (1) a person shall be
deemed to be acting in pursuance of n lawful duty if he is ucting in his
capacity a2 a military or police personnel, officially deployed to
Provide scourity at that polling stution ot generully charged with
responsibility for providing security during elections.

138 () Apmonwbo,onmelecﬁoadly.innpolungmﬁonomg»um
ar within a distance of 300 metres of a polling station - election day,
(2) canvasses for votes;
(b) solicits for the vote of a voter;

() persuades s voter not to vote for a particular
candidate,

(d) persuades s voter not to vote at the election;
(¢} shouts slogans concerning the election:
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(f is in possession of an offensive wespon of
missile, weurs & dress of lave a facial or other
decoration which is calculated to intimidate
voters;

(g) exhibits, wears or tenders a notice, symbol,
photograph or party card refernng to the
election;

(h) uses a vehicle bearmg the symbol of &
political party;
@ loiters without lawful excuse afler voung or
after being refused to vote;

(G snatches or destroys an election material,
(k) unlawfully blares & siren,

ommniﬁmoﬂmccandislinblconeunvicﬁouwaﬁncnotlcssm
5,000,000.00 Leones or 1o imprisonment for o term not lesy than 12
maonths,

(2) Aperson who, on an election day, within the vicmity
of a polling station, unit or collation centre -

(1) convenes, bolds or attends 1 public meeting
m;thehmofdsedecﬁon ay may be
pmuibcdbytheﬁlecmnl(.‘ommhswm

() unless appointed under thin Act to make
official anmouncemenis, operastes a

megaphone, amplifier or public
address npparntas;

(c) wears ar carnes & badge, posier, banner, flag
ar  symbol relating 1o a political party or to
the election,
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commits an offence nnd is liable on conviction to a fine not less than
5,000,000.00 or to imprisonment for & term not less than 12 months.

139, (1) A person who observes an election without prior Observing
accreditation from the Electoral Commission commits an offence and 7ot on*
is lioble on conviction to 4 fine not less than 10,000,000.00 Leones. acceeditation.
PART X1l - OFFENCES RELATED TO INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY

140. (1) A person who knowingly and without lawful Unauthorised
authorisation causes a computer to perform a function with intent to m:‘."
secure unauthorised access to o program or duta held i that computer
or any other computer commits an offence and s linble on conviction msterial.

1o imprisonment for a term of not less than 2 years.

(2) The intent required to commit an offence under
subsection (1), need not be directed at.

(a) & paricular progmm or data;
(b) aprogram or data of a particular kind; or

(c) a program or data held in & particular
. computer,

141 (1) A person who commits an offence under section 140 Unauiborised
with ny other offence under this Act or with intent to facilitate intent 2o wit
1o committhe commission of such offence whether by himself of by copmmin
another person is linble on conviction to imprisonment for a term of or facilitate
not less than § yeurs. commission

of further

() For the purposcs of this-soction, it is immaterial &

whether the other offence under this Act is to be committed on the
same occasion as the conuntssion of an offence under section 140 or
on & future occasion

(3) A person may be guilty of an offence under this
section even though the fiscts are such that the commission of another
offence under this Act is impossible,




8
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Unawthorised

142, (1) A person who does an act which causes an

modifieation oo oihorised modification  of the contents of a compuler 50 os to

of computes

matorial,

Teeritucial

wope of

offence usler

this Pan,

Acores 0

program
data in

compaler.

() impair the operation of -
(i) o computer or & compuler program: or
(i) the reliability of data held in a computer;

(b) prevent or hinder access W 4 program or data
heid in o computer,

cotmnits an offence and is Tiable on conviction to imprisonment for a
term not kess than 3 years,

(2) A person commits an offence under subsection (1
even where an act which causes an unauthorised modification of the
contents of n computer, is »

(a) not directed ot~
(i) oparticular computer;
(i) = particular program or dati;
(@) aprogram or data of a particular kind; or
(iv) a particular modification or a
modification of a particolar kind;
{b) not intended to be permanent or temporary
(3) A modification of the contents of a computer shall
not be regarded as damaging # COMPULET OF COMPALLET STOmge medium
unless its cf¥ect on that computer or computer storage medinrm impairs
its physical condition.
143,  Except o provided in this section, it is immaterial for the
purposes of an offence under this Part whedher an act of other event

proof of which is required for conviction of the offence occurred
within or outside Sicrma Leone.

4. (1) Apermncmucesstoupcogrmnrdaubemm
a eouwmrifbymh\glcowwpufm-mmﬁmd:epm
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() alters or erases the progrum of duta;

(b) copiu«mmitwawmdinmom
than that in which it is held or to a different
location in the storage medium in which it is
held:

{c) uses it

) tuslmnpmfrommccamuminw:him
held {whether by having it displayed or in
any other manner); and

(e) reforences to access to o program or data and

10 intent to secure such access shall be
read sccordingly,

) Apcnmuauapmmmimwﬂmdmhepufom
on the compules-

(1) causes the program to be executed; or
(b) is itself a function of the program
(3 In parngraph (d) of subscction (1)-

(s) a program is output if the instructions of
which it consists are output, and

() the form in which the instructions of any other
data is output (and in particular whether or
not it represents a form in which, in the case
of  instructions, they are capable of being
exccuted or, in the case of data, it is capable
of being processed by a computer) 18
imerssterinl.

“4) Access of o kitd by 1 person fo o program or data
held in & computer ks unauthorised if-
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(8 he is not entitled to control access of the
kind! in question to the program or data; and

(b) he does not have consent to access by him
of the kind in question t the program or
data from a person who is $0 entitied.

(&) References 10 4 program or data held in a computer
include references to a program or data held in a removuble storuge
myedium which is for the time being in the computer; and a computer
i 10 be regarded as containing a program or datu held in that medium.

(6) A modification of the contents of a computer takes
place if, by the operation of a fanction of the computer concerned or
any other computer-

(a) u program or dats held in that computer
concerned is altered or erased; or

{(b) a program or datu is udded to its contents,
und an act which contributes towards
causing that modification shall be
regurded as causing it,

(Ty A modification is unsuthorised if the person whosic
act causes the modification -

(a) is not himself entitled to determine whether
the modification should be made; nod

(b) does not have consent 1o the modification
from a person who is 30 entitled.

(%) References 1o & program include references to part of
& PrOgraimn,
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PART XIl1- ELECTION OFFENCES AND PETITIONS COURT

145. (1) ‘There shall be, pursuant to subsection (3) of section Election
131 of the Constitution, an Election Offences and Petitions Court. m.n‘
(2) The Election Offences and Petitions Court shall-  Coan,
{a) sitin such ploces in Sierma Leone as the Chief
Justice may determine;

(b) be presided over by-

(i) o High Court Judge;

{ii) @ retired Judge of the Superior Court of
Judicature; or

(i) u barrister or solicitor who is qualified
10 hold office as a High Court Judge,

(¢) be by judge alone.
(3) The Court shall huve jurisdiction to try -
(a) election offences; and
(b) election petitions.
(9 The Court shall determine cases brought before it
ander subsection (1) within 4 months afier the commencement of the

proceedings.

(5) A defendant in a trial before the Court may be
mpmwﬁdbyﬂwcmmnlofﬂsmuho&umdhaﬂahﬂlhendw
absolute discretion of the Court

146 (1) Aquestion which may arise as 10 the right of a person Questioas 1o
w be or remuin 44 - a(ﬂfx‘m‘“‘
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(n) President;

(b) Member of Parliament;
(¢) member ofa local council,

shall be referred 1o und determined by a Judge of the Court on a
petition pnnnwdbyam.inmommwithtbepmcedm
under section 149 for the trial of an election petition.

) Where the question fo be decided concerns the right
ofa pmmdalnbuctim(l).ﬂu(.‘omuhall certify its decision
in writing to the Speaker and the Electoral Commission and where
the Court has decided that a person is not entitled to remain as
President. Member of Parlinment or member of a local council, that

person shall thereupon cease to be such.

147. (1) Anelection not called in qoestion within 21 days afier
thepbﬁuﬁmofthenmhhlheﬂauﬁc,hdmmdmlawbm
fo all intents  and purposes. 8 good and valid clection.

{2) An clection petition founded on acts amounting 0
an offence under Part X or Part X1 shall be brought unless those acts
occurred hetween the last day appointed for the delivery of
pomination papers under section 58 and the time of the day ut which
the result of the election is  declared under section 51.

e () ApeﬁﬂonanmhiningofmmMNnnnorm
election of 4 pesson ander subsection (1) of section 146 may within
21 days from the date of the publication of the result of the election
in the Gazette, be presented to it Judge of the Court by any one or
more of the following persons-

(8) & person who voted or had a right to vote at
" the election to which the petition relutes;

{b) ® person who claims to have had a right to be
returned or elected at such election; or

(c) u person who alleges himself to have been
candidate st that election.
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(2) A person presenting an election petition shall
forthwith deliver a copy of it 10 the Electoral Commission.

149, (1) Inatrial of - Trial of
: clection i

(1) an election offence, - :w""“‘] 7o

petition,

(i) an indictment relating to the offence
shall be preferred without & previous
* committal for trial and it shall in all
respects be deemed to have been
preferred pursuant to a consent in
writing by a judge granted under
subsection (1) of section 136 of the
Criminal Procedure Act, 1965 (Act No.
32 0f 1965) and shall be proceeded
with accordingly,

() un extract of the findings of the police

or investigators, signed by the Attomey-

General, to the effect that o particular

person is, or particular persons are
umplicated in un offence under this Act

v shall, without more, be sufficient
authority for preferring un indictenent in

respect of such offence as is disclosed

in or based on the report of those

findings;

. (i) an mdictment preferred shail be filed
and served, on the accused together
with the summary of the evidence of the
withess or witnesses which the
Attorney-General relics on for the proof
of the charge contained in that
indictment und the names of such
witness or witnesses shall be listed on
the back of the indictment;

4"0
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(iv) the Atomey-General may, upon giving

to the Registrar of the Cotrt and to the
accused & notice of his intention to
prosecute together with o summary of
the evidence to be given by the witness
or witnesses, eall as additionnl witness
any person not listed on the back of the
indictment who may give necessary or
material evidenoe at the trial of an
election offence, whether or not that
person geve evidence during an
investigation by the police or

mvestignlors,

(b) an election petition, the Court -

(i) may order the inspection and

production of rejected ballot papers, the
opening of sealed packet of counterfoils
of used ballot papers or the inspection
of counted ballot papers;

{if) shall, in making and carrying into effect

(i)

nm order under sub-paragraph (1), ensure
that the way in which the vote of a
particular person has been given shull
not be disclosed until it has been
proved that his vote has been
declared by the Court (o be mnvalid:

shall, determine whether a person
whose return or election 1s compluined
of was duly returned or elected or
whether the ¢lection was void and shall
certify its determination 1o the Eloctoral

\\
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150, An election shall not be invalid by reason of non- "0"-“
compliance with this Act if it appears to the Court that the election et v
wis conducted in nccordance with the principles laid down in this

Maﬁnhmeawﬁmdidmﬂuﬂeﬁxhemhofﬂwcbcﬁm

151, (1) Apmonulleduawimmmpmceedinpinm Privilege,
Court . under this Part, shall not be excused from answering i question certificate
uhﬂmlnmumuotommewdvdﬂ&mdccﬁonwmcmds of indamaity.
thit xbcamwtham&onmytncﬁnﬁmuorla\dnhcﬂmhn&
him o on the grounds of privilege.

(2) Notwithstanding, subsection (1), & witness who
honestly amuquesﬁomwhichhhrequimdbydwComw
answer shall be catitled to receive a certificate of indemnity under
the hand of the presiding Judge stating that such witness has so
ungwered and an answer by o person to 1 question before the Court
shall not, except in the case of a criminal procesdings for perjury in
tqtectofmhevidcme.beuhﬁnihlein evidence against him.

(3) Whete a person has received o certificate of indeamity
in relation to any offence disclosed by answering any question
which he was muh:dxomwbyvmonlyofsubmﬁon(l).
and any legal pm«diwmﬂmyﬁmhou‘hlnplmhlmfor
such offence, the Court having cognizance of the case shall, on
proof of the certificate, sy the proceedings and may at its discretion,
awnrd to that person such costs as he may have been put to in the
procecdings,

§$2 (1) Anappeal shall lie to the Court of Appeal from the Appeal from
determination of the Court upon an election petition, or a proceeding Sesoy
of the Court taken under section 146 at the suit of a party to the
petition ot pmccdhtgs.mdtlrdechionofﬂreCaﬂoprpulon
the appeal shall be final to all intents and purposes.

(2) Notwithstanding any provisions to the contrury, the
Court of Appaldullmtemnminmnppulumlumissecﬁon
unless notice of the appullmbemgimwiﬂﬁn“dnysofﬂu
determination n guestion.
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(3) Atthe time of filing the notice of appeal, the appellant
ahall pvemmyfwthcplymemofallms.chummdexpm
which may become payable by him to any witnesses summoned on
his behulf or to any respondent, in an amount and given in such
manner, s the Court, may order; and in the event of any faiture to
comply with the order, no proceedingy xhall be heard oo the appeal,

12 o Where the Court determines that a candidate returned
as elected was not duly elected and that the election was void, then
the candidate's seat shall become vacant fram the time of the notice
of decision of the Court and ifnotice of appeal from that decision has
besn given within 14 days, the scat shall remnin vacant for the period
until the determination of the Court of Appeal is given on the appeal
or the appeal s abandoned.

2) Where the question to be decided by the Court of
Appeal concerns an election to or the right 1o remain o Member of
Parliament, the Registrar of the Court of Appeal shall certify the
decision in writing to the Speaker and the Electora) Commission,

(3)  Where the Court has determined that s candidate was
duly returned or elecled, or that the election ws void, and mo notice
of appeal has been given against that determination within fourteen
dayy, or where on appeal the Court of Appeal has determined that o
candidate was duly returned or elected, or that the election was voud,
then the Speaker shall publish by notification in the Guzette whether
the candidate whose return or election is questioned i daly retumed
or elected, or whether the election is void.

(3) Where the election is declared void. another election
shall be held,

154, The Rules of Court Committee may mnke Rules of Court for
practice and procedure for election petitions under this Act,

155 A proceeding or appeal on a petition pending ar the
commencemnent of this Act, shall not be affected by this Act and muy
be proceeded with as if this Act had not been passed.

-~
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PARTXIV-ELECTION CAMPAIGN PERIOD

156, (1) The Electoral Commission shall, after the close of Electoral
nominations and in consultation with registered political parties and g"m“
candidates contesting In elections, by notice published in the Gazette, eloctian
determine and declare the period when campaigning by candidates campaign
and political parties may begin and end. pertod

(2} The Commission may, in it discretion, declare fixed
periods for political parties campaigns and bye-clections campaigns,

I57. (1) The Electoral Commission shall, after publication of Election
the campaign period pursuant 10 section 157 and in consultation :;’;"“
with registered political parties and candidates prepare and publish ;
in the Gazette 4 campugn calendar of events including public rallies,
public meetings und public processions to be held by political

{2) The Electoral Commussion shall for the purposes of
ensuring the smooth co-ordination of 1 demonstration or procession
and the mamienance of the peace and public order, during an election
campaign linise with the Inspector-General of Police and in the case
of campaign activities in the Provinces, notify the Paramount Chicf
and other local authorities us the Commission mny deem necessary.

(3) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed
W prohibit a political party from conducting a meeting, organisational
activity or publishing a book or other material in connection with its
normal activitics as 4 political party.

IS8 (1) Candidates and political parties may, during an election Election
campaign, in additon (o sctivities normally associated with ciection campaign
camim materizls.

(8) pablish books, magazines, brochures,

pamphlets, flyers, posters, signs and other
similar materials;

B s

t
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(o) muake use of the press, radio, television and
other media forms;

(¢) carry out various political sctivities within
the timits of the law.
(2) An election campaign material referred 1o in
subsection (1) shall clearly state thereon-

(#) the isswing candidate or political party, as
the case may be, and

(b) the printer of the material,

(3) A person shall not post banners, posters, placards,
drawings, billboards or other similar material on public buildings,
national monuments, religious institutions or on any private property
unless the owner of that property gives his consent.

(4) A candidate or political party shall, notwithstanding
any law 10 the contrary, be exempted from the payment of customs
duty in respect of election campaign material which is imported and
supported by a Certificate of Authorisation issued by the Electorul
Comumission.

($) The Electoral Commission may, on application made
to it by a candidate or political pasty Wishing to import electoral
campaign matenials, issue to the candidate or political party, as the
case muy be, with a Certificate of Authorisation.

159. At the cad of an election campaign period. all election
campuign activity shall cease and the public media shall be at the
disposal of the Electoral Commission to publicise information on
procedures for voting st the elections.

160, (1) Where a candidute or political party believes that his
orits rights under this Part have been violated, such candidate or
political party may Jodge a complaint with the Electoral Commission.

v

-

No, The Public Elections Act 2022

() The Electoral Commission shall, upon receipt of &
compluint under subsection (1), take all necessary steps to ensure
that the ssues taived in the complaint ure properly uddressed and
uny fault or delict is rectified without delay.

161, A candidate or political party shall, in an election campaign Civie

period-

forth in Part I of the Constitution; and

() carry out the campaign in keeping with cthical
and mora! stundards and the respect due to
the other candidates and political partics
ond the electorate of Swerm Leone.

162 (1) A candidate or political party shall not during the Probibitons

campaign period-

(a)  insult or defame another candidate or political campaigns.

party;

{b) abuse or engage in the improper use of
Government property for political

propaganda purpose’;

(¢) campuign in public offices or educational
institutions during working hours or houss
of instruction,

(2) A candidate or political party who contravenes
subection (1), commits an offence und is fiable, on conviction, to 4
fine not exceeding 5,000,000 Leones or to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding S years or 1o both the fine and imprisonment.

candidates
(8) respect und taske into actount the political
fundamental principles of Stute policy set out Parties
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163. (1) The Electoral Commission shall, within 30 days before
the beginning of election campaigning, by notice published in the
Gazette, publish a code of election campaign ethics in such form as
specified in the Tenth Schedule.

(2) Where a political party or an independent candidute
contravenes subsection (1), the Electoral Commission shall, in
congultution with the Political Parties Regulntion Commiszion, -

(a) endeavour to resolve the matter with the
political party or independent candidate us
the case may be,

(b) issue # warning to the party or candidate 10
desist from the contravention;

(¢) impose u fine that it may determine on the
political party or mdependent candidate; or

(d) disqualify the party or independent candidate
from contesting the election,

(3) A political party or independent candidate sggrieved
by a decision of the Commission under this section may appeal to the
Court.

164. (1) The manngement of the national radio or television
shall, during an election campaign period, ensure that equal air time

is given to-
(8) @ political party; or
(b) an independent candidate,
on the nationsl radio and television,
(2) The management of the nutional radio or television
shall, in pursuance of subsection (1), allocate a mininum sirtime of 30
minules to each candidate and political party during an election

campaign period taking into account, the number of candidates and
political purties making a request under subsection (3),




-
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(3) A candidate or political purty wishing to be given nir
time under subsection (1), shall make a request in writing addressed
10 the management of the national radio or television, and the
management shall only act upon the receipt of the request in writing,

PARTXV - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

165.  There 15 hereby established u fund to be known ns the Natinal
National Elections Trust Fund which shall be managed by the ‘.‘“":;m
Electornl - Sustainability Commission for the financing of public T fat

elections und referendy.

166. (1) The Electorsl Commission may, at un election, accredit Flection
any group or institution to act as election observer and issue "PTOTVIOn-
guidelines for their participation, deter fraud and promeote confidence
in the electoral process

2) An election observer accredited by the Electoml
Commission under subsection (1), shall -

(n) provide accurate assessment of the election;

(b) highlight specific recommendations for the
vertfication of the accuracy of the Voters List
nnd ways that voter registration could be
improved.

(€)  demonstrate support for genuine Wc
elections;

(d) contribute significantly 1o promoting public
confidence and calm tensions in the post-
election period. '

(3) An uccredited observer shall submit a written report
1o the Electoral Commission on its observation not later thun 3 months
after the declaration of results of the election or such earfier date as
the Electom! Commission may specify in writing,
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Application 167, (1) A local orinternational organisation may apply o the
:::mdimim Electornl Commission for accreditation 1o observe an election.

(2) The Electoral Commission may require further
information in  support of an application,

(3) The Electoral Cormmuissson may accredit an applicant
to ohserve an election afier considering the application, any further
mformation provided by the applicant, and whether-

(a) the accreditation of the applicant will promote
conditions conducive to free and fair
elections; and

(b) the persons appointed by the applicant will-

(1) observe the election impartially and
independently of sny registered
political party or candidate contesting
thist election;

(i) be competent and professional in
observing that election; and

(i) subseribe to a Code of Conduct for
observers issued by the Electoral
Commission pursuant to this Act,

(4) Where the Electornl Commission decides to nccredit
an applicant, the Commission shall-

(a) enter the applicant's name in & register of
accredited observers; and

(b) issue n certificate of accreditation in the
upplicant’s name stating the period and other
conditions of nccreditation.
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(5) Where the Election Commission decides not to
sceredit an applicant, the Commission shall inform the unsuccessful
applicant in writing of its decision.

(6) The Electoral Commission shall maintain at its
headguarters a register of aceredited observers.

(7) A person may inspect the Register of accredited
observers on payment of u as specified fee,

(%) The Chief Electoral Commissioner shall provide
certified copies of extracts from the Register of Voters on payment of
the specified fee.

168, Where an aceredited observer fuils to comply to a material Revocation of
extent with any condition of accreditation, the Electoral Commission sccreditation,
miuy revoke ity secreditation afier having given reasonable notice of’
revocation 1o that observer,

169, (1) An sccredited observer shall- ights and
2 . . of observer

(a) in reiation 1o the election for whicl it

isuccredited, be entitled 10 attend at and

observe all aspects of the electorl process

including registrution, voling, counting of

votes and the determination and declaration

of resulty;

(b)  huve freedom of movement 1o, within i from
the area or areas specified in the Certificate
of Accreditution,

(¢) have a right to communicate freely with
registered political partics und individual
candidates cantesting iu the election,
electoral offictals, government functionaries,
the media, civil society organizations and
other relevant parties,
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(2) Whilst observing an electoral process, the
representatives of un accredited observer must wear and visibly and
conspicuously display their identification cards at all times,

170,  Anofficer of the Electornl Commission shall perform his
functions in a neutral and impartinl manner and shall receive his
instructions only from the Electoral Commission.

171, The Electoral Commission miy, where the circumstances
5o require, by order, enlarge or reduce the time as specified in this Act
for the giving of notice or for the doing of an act or thing

I72. (1) For the purposes of its functions under this Act, the
Electornl Commyission shall prescribe, in addition to the forms in the
Schedules, such other forms as it may find necessary or expedient
but such additional forms and anything as specified shall be
consistent with this Act.

2)
A deviation from a form as specified in the Schedules which does not
affect the substance thereof, shall not invalidate the form in which
the deviation occurred,

173. (1) The Electoral Commission may, by statutory
instrument, make Regulations for giving effect to this Act

(2) Notwithstanding the generality of subsection (1),
Regulations 1o be made by the Electorn! Commission may include
Regulation to provide for -
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(a) the registration of voters outside Sterra
Leone;
(b) the safoty and sccurity of its staff in the
performance of their duties,
Repeal and

174, (1) The Public Elections Act, 2012 is hereby repealed,

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), any rules,
mguhﬁons.mﬂcmwtice&pcmnpﬁomnmlumammmm
dhwﬁmmodmwmcmdedwmmmmdimly
bcforethcmmnummofu&skct.dullcommmopcm'on
until their expimtion or until their express repeal or revocation.

(3) All investigations, prosecutions and other legal
proceedings, instituted or commenced under the repealed Act and
which have not been concluded before the commencesnent of this
Act. shall be continued and concluded in all respects as if that Act
had not been repealed,

VIS,



